1. Flipkart- Myntra

The huge and most talked about takeover or acquisition of the year. The

seven year old Bangalore based domestic e-retailer acquired the online

fashion portal for an undisclosed amount in May 2014. Industry analysts and

insiders believe it was a $300 million or Rs 2,000 crore deal.

Flipkart co-founder Sachin Bansal insisted that this was a “completely
different acquisition story” as it was not “driven by distress”, alluding to a
plethora of small e-commerce players either having wound up or been
bought over in the past two years. Together, both company heads claimed,

they were scripting “one of the largest e-commerce stories”.

2. Asian Paints- Ess Ess Bathroom Products

Asian paints signed a deal with Ess Ess Bathroom products Pvt Ltd to acquire

its front end sales business for an undisclosed sum in May, 2014.

“The company on May 14, 2014 has entered into a binding agreement with
Ess Ess Bathroom Products Pvt. Ltd and its promoters to acquire its entire
front-end sales business including brands, network and sales infrastructure,”
Asian Paints said in a filing to the BSE on Wednesday.

Ess Ess produces high end products in bath and wash segment in India and

taking them over led to a 3.3% rise in share price for Asian paints.

3. RIL- Network 18 Media and Investments

Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) took over 78% shares in Network 18 in May

2104for Rs 4,000 crores. Network 18 was founded by Raghav Behl and

includes moneycontrol.com, In.com, IBNLive.com, Firstpost.com,
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Cricketnext.in, Homeshop18.com, Bookmyshow.com while TV18 group

includes CNBC-TV18, CNN-IBN, Colors, IBN7 and CNBC Awaaz.

4. Merck- Sigma Deal

One of the leading Indian manufacturers, Merck KGaA took over US based
Sigma-Aldrich Company for $17 billion in cash, hoping the deal will help
boost its lab supplies business.

Sigma is the leading supplier of organic chemicals and bio chemicals to
research laboratories and supplies groups like Pfizer and Novartis with lab

substances.

5. Ranbaxy- Sun Pharmaceuticals

Sun Pharmaceutical Industries Limited, a multinational pharmaceutical
company headquartered in Mumbai, Maharashtra which manufactures and
sells pharmaceutical formulations and active pharmaceutical ingredients
(APIs) primarily in India and the United States_bought the Ranbaxy
Laboratories. The deal is expected to be completed in December, 2014.
Ranbaxy shareholders will get 4 shares of Sun Pharma for every 5 Ranbaxy
shares held by them. The deal, worth $4 billion, will lead to a 16.4 dilution

in the equity capital of Sun Pharma.

6. TCS- CMC

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), the $13 billion flagship software unit of the
Tata Group, has announced a merger with the listed CMC with itself as part of
the group’s renewed efforts to consolidate its IT businesses under a single

entity.
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At present, CMC employs over 6,000 people and has annual revenues worth
Rs 2,000 crores. The deal was inked a few days back. TCS already held a 51%
stake in CMC.

7. Tata Power- PT Arutmin Indonesia

India’s largest private power producer, Tata Power, purchased 30% stake in
Indonesian coal manufacturing firm for Rs 47.4 billion. Earlier this year,
they sold off 5% of its stake in PT Arutmin Indonesia (Arutmin) and PT Kaltim
Prima Coal (KPC) for Rs. 250 billion due to falling coal prices globally. It plans

to sell the remaining 25% stake for $ 1 billion soon too.

8. Tirumala Milk — Lactalis

The largest dairy player in the world, Groupe Lactalis SA, acquired the 18
year old Hyderabad based Tirumala Milk products for a whopping Rs 1750
crore ($275 million) in January, 2014.

Founded in 1896 by D Brahmanandam, B Brahma Naidu, B Nageswara Rao,
Dr N Venkata Rao and R Satyanarayana, Tirumala is the second largest
private dairy company in South India.

Lactalis acquired 100% of their shares.

9. Aditya Birla Minacs- CSP CX

Aditya Birla Nuvo Ltd (ABNL) owned ABNL IT & ITeS Ltd. was sold to a
Canadian based technology outsourcing firm marking Aditya Birla’s exit for

the IT industry.
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The deal was chalked out with a group of investors led by Capital Square
Partners (CSP) and CX Partners (CXP) for $260 million (approximately Rs.
1,600 crore).

10. Sterling India Resorts- Thomas Cook India

Billionaire Prem Watsa owned Thomas Cook India bought the Sterling Resorts
India for Rs 870 crores in , marking Thomas Cook’s entry into the hospitality

sector. Thomas Cook had earlier acquired Ikya Human Solutions in 2013.

11. Yahoo- Bookpad

The search engine giant, Yahoo, acquired the one year old Bangalore based

startup Bookpad for a little under $15 million, though the exact amount has

not been disclosed by either of the two parties concerned. While the deal

value is relatively small, this was the first acquisition made by Yahoo, and
was much talked about and hence finds a mention in our list.

Bookpad was founded by three IIT Guwahati pass outs and allows users to

view, edit and annotate documents within a website or an app.

Microsoft buys Nokia for $7.2 billion. Twitter gets TweetDeck for $40 million.
Facebook absorbs Instagram for $1 billion. Yahoo purchases Tumblr for $1.1
billion.

When giant tech companies gobble up another major player, the whole world
stops and talks about them. However, do you know that the major firms
actually purchase other companies at a rate that is much more frequent than
reported in the news? Most of the time, the purchase price is not disclosed, but
it is safe to say that it usually amounts to tens of millions of dollars.
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Most acquisitions are made not to have and own the product itself; instead,
the giant tech firms are after the talent behind those products. Thus, the
products are usually phased out, even as the people who originally created it
are absorbed into the company. A prime example was when Yahoo bought,
then closed down the smartphone browser called Rockmelt.

So which firms have had the most purchases? Here now are the top tech
companies with the biggest mergers and acquisitions.

Twitter

Twitter is an online social networking and microblogging service. It allows
users to send out and read tweets through messages that have a maximum
limit of 140 characters. It can be accessed through Twitter’s website, text
messaging or mobile device applications. Jack Dorsey created the service in
2006. Often described as the SMS of the Internet, it is now one of the ten most
visited websites in the world. It has more than 500 million registered users
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that post around 340 million tweets per day. It also handles 1.6 billion search
queries each day.

It has made 22 acquisitions since its establishment, starting off with the social
search engine Summize in 2008. Its most significant purchase happened in
2011 when it paid $40 million to buy TweetDeck. In the last 12 months, it has
bought Vine, Bluefin Labs and Spindle Labs.

Apple

Apple is a multinational corporation that designs, develops, creates and sells
consumer electronics, personal computers and computer software. Popular for
its cool and smart gadgets, the company is best known for the iPod music
player, iPad tablet computer and iPhone smart phone. These hardware are
backed up by software like the OS X and iOS operating systems, iTunes media



brower, iLife creativity software, iWork productivity suites and the Safari web
browser.

Steve Jobs founded the company in 1976, along with Steve

Wozniak andRonald Wayne. It is now the second largest information
technology company in the world after Samsung, and the third largest maker
of mobile phones after Samsung and Nokia.

It made its first of 48 purchases in 1988 when it bought Network Innovations.
Its most significant purchase was made in 19977 when it bought NeXT for $404
million. Acquisitions completed within the last 12 months include Particle,
WiFiSlam, Locationary, HopStop, Passif Semiconductor, Matcha, Embark,
and AlgoTrim.

Facebook

faceboo

Facebook is an online social networking service that is considered as the most
popular social media site in the world today. Mark Zuckerberg established
the company in 2004 along with his classmates from Harvard,

namely Eduardo Saverin, Andrew McCollum, Dustin

Moskovitz and Chris Hughes. The site started out exclusively for Harvard
students, before it expanded to other colleges in Boston, the Ivy League and
Stanford University.
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Users are required to register before using the site. Friends can then be
searched and added, allowing the user to exchange messages with them. A
personal profile can also be added and automatic notifications are sent out for
certain actions.

Outside the purchase of the facebook domain that changed its name from
thefacebook.com, the company has made 36 acquisitions. The first one was in
2007 when it bought Parakey. Within the next three years, it bought ConnectU
for $31 million, FriendFeed for $47.5 million, and several patents from
Friendster for $40 million. Its biggest purchase was done in 2012 when it
bought Instagram for $1 billion. In the last 12 months, it has acquired Atlas,
Hot Studio, Parse and Monoidics.

Yahoo

Yahoo is an Internet corporation known for its web portal, search engine and
other services, including a directory, news service, fantasy sports, online
mapping and video sharing. Jerry Yang and David Filo established the
company in 1994. After losing some ground to rival Google, the company
appointed Marissa Mayer, a former executive of Google, as President in July
2012. Within a year, it overtook Google again in terms of U.S.-based visitors.
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It has made 87 acquisitions since 1997, when it bought the search engine
called Net Controls for $1.4 million. Its most expensive purchase was in 1999
when it bought the Internet radio company called Broadcast.com for $5.7
billion. Other important purchases were GeoCities, eGroups, and del.icio.us.
In the past 12 months, it has gone on a buying binge, acquiring 21 companies
including Tumblr, Playerscale, Rondee, Rockmelt and IQ Engines.

Microsoft
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Microsoft is a multinational company that develops, creates, licenses and
supports several products and services related to computers. Bill
Gates and Paul Allenestablished the company in 1975. It is now the largest

software maker in the world based on revenues and is also considered as one
of the most valuable companies.
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It made its first purchase in 1987 when it bought Forethought for $14 million.
Its biggest purchase was Skype in 2011 for $8.5 billion. It also bought Nokia
for $7.2 billion and aQuantive for $6.33 billion. Aside from Nokia, it has also
bought in the past 12 months StorSimple, MarketingPilot, id8 Group R2
Studios, MetricsHub and Netbreeze.

Google

Google

Google specializes in Internet services and products, including search engine,
cloud computing, software and online advertising. Larry Page and Sergey
Brinestablished the company in 1998 while studying in Stanford. It has
rapidly expanded since then, as it has branched out to email services, office
suite, and social networking.
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In 2001, it made its first purchase when it bought Deja, a usenet service. It has
since made 128 other purchases, with the most expensive being Motorola
Mobility for $12.5 billion. In the past 12 months alone, it has bought 11
companies, including the GPS navigation software called Waze.
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