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“Early in my
precisionrifle e

actions with this
level of accuracy
were rare, let alone
semi-autos—so
the LMT is truly
impressive.”
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The LM8MWS allows
operators to swap
barrels and calibers
to ensure mission
success. Shown with a
Bushnell Elite Tactical
4.5-30x50mm XRS
scope, an Atlas bipod
and a Yankee Hill
Machine Phantom
LT suppressor.

MOD
0]

THAT LETS OPERATORS CHANGE
BARRELS AND CALIBERS IN THE FIELD!

ewis Machine & Tool (LMT)
builds some of the highest-
quality rifles you can buy. The
company popularized inter-
changeable-barrel platforms
with its MRP series, and has led the pack
in monolithic upper receiver designs. One
of the first 6.8 SPC rifles | fielded was an
MRP upper mated to a Colt M16A2 lower.
Along with the 6.8 SPC barrel, | also used
an 11-inch 5.56mm barrel with a suppres-
sor for entry duties. For patrol training,
| installed a 16-inch barrel to match my
officers’ rifles. Like all LMT rifles, the

BY DAVID BAHDE

MRP upper was built to match the cur-
rent military specifications with hardened
parts and proven designs for maximum
reliability in harsh conditions. Now LMT
has brought this kind of barrel/caliber
interchangeability to the .308/7.62mm
NATO with its Modular Weapon System,
or MWS, platform.

The ability to switch out barrels was
born from a need within the special
operations community. Units with widely
varied missions wanted to simply and
reliably change barrel lengths in the field.
Most modern rifles geared toward these

SPECIAL WEAPONS /JAN/FEB 2015 7
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| LMT LMBMWS |

units have this capability. Sure, you can
use multiple upper receivers, but
that creates logistics problems.

It also means you’ll have to swap
out optics or sights. Being able to
change just the barrel is huge,
and coupled with multi-use sight-
ing systems, it increases arifle’s
versatility. What if you could also
change calibers? This would be

a huge bonus. | recently got the
chance to test LMT’s MWS plat-
form as part of its new LM8MWS
rifle, which offers this type of
operational flexibility.

Gun Details

The LM8MWS’ upper and
lower receivers are forged.
Forged receivers are excellent
when it comes to strength, con-
sistency and lighter weight. The
“slick” monolithic upper is well
built and features a long, continu-
ous top rail for sights and optics.
The slender handguard looks

ABOVE: Each barrel is cryogenically
treated for enhanced accuracy and durabil-
ity. Also note the polished feed ramps.
BELOW: To change out the barrel,
operators simply need to remove two bolts.

nice and allows for a comfortable hold.
Mounting holes at the 3, 6 and 9 o’clock
positions make it easy for operators to
add rails and mount lights, lasers and
other accessories. My test rifle came with
LMT’s new folding sights installed on the
top rail. These rock-solid units are easy
to deploy with one hand and, when not in
use, fold flat. Two bolts at the rear portion
of the handguard hold the barrel in place,
and this area provides a nice flat spot for
unsupported shooting. Several quick-
detach (QD) slots are also provided for
mounting a sling.

To highlight its versatility, | tested the
LM8MWS with several barrel assemblies
that came with the rifle for testing. The
stainless steel, match-grade, 1-in-11.25-
inch-twist barrels chambered in 7.62mm
NATO were 16, 18 and 20 inches long.
| also tested a 16-inch, chrome-lined

SPECIAL-WEAPONS-MAGAZINE.com
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RIGHT: LMT offers the
LM8MWS with several
optional barrel assemblies in various
lengths that include low-profile gas
blocks and gas tubes.

BELOW: The “slick” monolithic
upper receiver features a free-
floating forend with a long Picatinny
top rail, a short bottom rail, and
sides that are drilled and tapped for
adding more rails. Also note LMT’s
new flip-up front sight.

7.62mm barrel with a 1-in-10-inch twist
rate. Other calibers included the 6.5
Creedmoor, .260 Remington, 7mm-08
and .243 Winchester—all with 20-inch,
stainless steel barrels. LMT cryogeni-
cally treated each barrel to increase its
accuracy, longevity and ease of cleaning.
Each barrel assembly also sported a low-
profile gas block and gas tube, and the

barrels were capped with A2-style flash
suppressors. Every barrel featured 5/8x24
threading for the addition of muzzle
brakes, suppressors and other muzzle
devices. Finally, the upper features a
hard-chromed bolt carrier group.

The LM308MWS Defender lower
receiver includes an ambidextrous safety
selector and magazine release. The two-

= LEWIS MACHINE & TOOL
-
'3: CALIBER: 7.62mm NATO
2 20 inches
] OA LENGTH: 38 inches
a 10 pounds (empty)
& STOCK: LMT DMR
Flip-up front and rear
ACTION: Direct impingement semi-auto
Hardcoat anodized black
CAPACITY: 20+1

$3,149

7.62mM NATO

VELOCITY ACCURACY

Black Hills 180 AccuBond 0.95
Federal Gold Medal Match 168 BTHP 2,525 0.70
Federal M118 LR 2,470 0.52

Silver State Armory 175 0TM
6.5 CREEDMOOR

PERFORMANCE

Hornady 140 A-MAX 2,800 0.50

Handload 139 Scenar 2,750 0.57
260 REMINGTON \ [1[1[1]]
" Handload 140 Berger 2,800 0.27

Bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in fps by chronograph,
and accuracy in inches for best five-shot groups at 100 yards.

10 SPECIAL WEAPONS /JAN/FEB 2015

stage trigger group is crisp and clean,
while the Ergo rubber grip provides a

firm and comfortable hold. Adjustable
SOPMOD stocks come standard with the
LM8MWS, but my test rifle came outfit-
ted with LMT’s new DMR stock, which is
adjustable for cheek height and length of
pull. The remaining internals are mil-spec.

Range Time

Having one rifle that can be used for
patrol, competition and precision work
is intriguing. My caliber of choice for
competing is the 6.5 Creedmoor, and I've
spent some time using the .260
}\ Remington. For duty use and
y/ training, it is just hard to beat
the 7.62mm NATO. So, | used all
three to test the LMBMWS’ capabilities.

For testing, | mounted a Bushnell Elite
Tactical 4.5-30x50mm XRS scope in an
Alamo Four Star single-piece mount,
which provides proper eye relief and has
proven to return to zero consistently.
Bushnell’s Elite Tactical scopes are well
built with high-quality glass and excellent
reticles. The XRS’ Horus H-59 reticle is
perfect for training, competition or duty,
and the scope’s turrets lock into place
and are large with easy-to-read measure-
ments. The scope can be adjusted in
0.1-mil increments to match the reticle,
eliminating math conversions.

Accuracy testing began with the 6.5
Creedmoor and Hornady’s 140-grain
A-MAX match ammunition. This load
has produced some impressive groups,
and the LMT was no exception. My best
five-shot group at 100 yards measured

SPECIAL-WEAPONS-MAGAZINE.com



LANCER
L7AWM

Advanced hybrid 7.62mm NATO
magazine ready for combat!

By Michael O. Humphries

The new 7.62x51mm L7 Advanced
Warfighter Magazine (AWM) from Lancer
represents a unique approach to mod-
ern magazine design. With competitive
offerings on the market today employing
primarily either steel or polymer in their
construction, the new L7AWM takes a
different tack, combining the strength of
steel with the longevity and flexibility of
polymer in a new hybrid design.

Available in 5-, 10- and 20-round ca-
pacity variants, the lightweight magazine
features a dual steel overlapping section
that wraps around both the upper front
and rear portion of the magazine. This
is designed to maximize “stiffness” for
minimized wear and enhanced feeding re-
liability. This upper section pairs up with a
translucent polymer body with integrated
strengthening ribs and pebbled grasping
areas. One particularly interesting feature
of the L7JAWM is a switchable drain port
located in the floorplate that works in
tandem with internal drain channels. This

allows operators to tailor the
condition of the magazine to
| either waterborne or dusty
enVIronments
Lancer’s new L7TAWM
represents a very interest-
ing take on modern tactical
magazine design. It is
designed to operate with
a wide variety of weapon
systems, including the
SR-25, SIG716, DPMS .308
and LMT LM308 rifles. For
more information, visit
lancer-systems.com or call
610-973-2600.

0.5 inches. Recoil was minimal—the
carbine barely moved. This prompted

me to test the LM8MWS with just its iron
sights. LMT’s new sights lend themselves
to consistency, as proven by a 0.95-inch
group with this ammunition at 100 yards.
Granted, this kind of shooting takes some
practice, but it shows the inherent ac-
curacy of the rifle.

Next | switched to the .260 Remington.
While hunting ammunition in this caliber is
prevalent, factory match-grade ammuni-
tion is hard to come by. Most handload
their own for competitions, and | used
a load | had cooked up for a custom
build with 140-grain Berger bullets in the
LM8MWS. In the custom build, 0.25-

(continued on page 128)
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WEAPONS INSIDER

M72LAW
LASER SIGHT

Crimson Trace’'s new laser
makes this rocket launcher
lethal day and night!

IBY JACK SATTERFIELD |

he moonless night is per-
fect for an ambush. Seven
mujahedin, eager to fight,
lie in wait with their PK
machine gun, trained
toward an open field where American
soldiers will walk on patrol near an
Afghani hamlet. This night they may
kill one or perhaps two Americans,
damaging the strained American
morale and hastening the invaders’
departure. A radio signal from a com-
patriot hidden near the Americans’
track will alert the gunners to open
fire quickly and confidently from their
bunker with walls thick enough to
withstand return fire from American
carbines and light machine guns. Af-
ter a few minutes of shooting, they’ll
run from their shelter into a nearby
dry creek bed and fade unharmed
into the blackness.

Radio static jolts the jihadists to
action. They count off seconds until
the Americans step into the killing

Crimson Trace’s
new SFL-100 laser
sight makes it
possible for U.S.
warriors to fire the
M72 Light Anti-
tank Weapon (LAW)
accurately at night.

zone and shoot, PK rounds sweeping
the ground. The Americans return fire,
but the mujahedin ignore the rounds
thudding into their bunker. The
Americans cannot use their shoulder-
fired weapons called LAWSs in the
dark. Suddenly, an enormous crash,
obliterating the bunker, the PK and its
crew, measures the lethal enormity of
the insurgents’ mistaken belief.

This scenario soon will be a com-
mon experience for those ambushing
U.S. ground forces from protected
positions at night thanks to a simple,
low-cost laser sight that gives the
M72 Light Anti-tank Weapon (LAW)
the capability to defend and protect
American troops from such attacks
day or night.

Fire By Night
The new LAW laser sight comes
from Crimson Trace Corporation
(CTC) of Wilsonville, Oregon. Since
(continued on page 122)
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WEAPON ROUNDUP

Piston-Driven

aaLw

Top 20 next-gen AR-style
rifles bred to run cooler and
cleaner in harsh extremes!

By Richard Johnson

&"f.

Today’s top piston-
driven rifles, such as
the Barrett REC7 Gen

11, are designed to offer
the ultimate reliability in
extreme environments.

leaner. Cooler. More reliable.
These are just three advantages
cited by people who prefer
piston-driven rifles over direct-
impingement guns. The
Stoner-type direct impingement system
traditionally used in the AR-15/M16 plat-
form bleeds off propellant gas from the bore
and directs it through a tube to the bolt car-
rier group, which then cycles the gun. While
the direct impingement system can be very
reliable, there is no doubt that a lot of foul-
ing can build up on the bolt carrier group.

A growing number of companies now
build piston-driven AR-style rifles. These
guns use the propellant gas to operate a
rod that acts as an intermediary to exert
force on the bolt carrier group to cycle the
weapon. All excess gas is bled out of the gun
well forward of the receiver. This helps keep
the guns extremely clean when compared to the
Stoner-type direct impingement system.

There is a wide range of rifle configurations
available with a piston system. Calibers run the
gamut, as do barrel length, furniture and intended
use. Here are some of the best piston-driven AR-
style rifles on the market today.

“A growing number
of companies now
build piston-driven
AR-stylerifles.”
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Adams Arms COR Ultra Lite

The COR Ultra Lite rifle from Adams Arms features a 16.5-inch barrel with a 1-in-7-inch CALIE= 5'565“’“ NATO
. i ) BARREL: 16.5 inches

twist rate and a VDI Jet Comp. It uses a low-mass bolt carrier and comes standard .

it . . . . . OALENGTH: 32-36 inches

with a Magpul MOE stock and pistol grip. The handguard is a Samson free-floating rail

: . . _ WEIGHT: 7 pounds (empty)
system. Diamondhead D-45 sights are an optional upgrade, as are Kryptek finishes.

For more information, visit adamsarms.net STOCK: Magpul MOE
o~ T SIGHTS: None
FINISH: Matte black
CAPACITY: 30+1
i MSRP: $1,799
Adams Arms .308 Patrol 'c‘""s Ao
New to the Adams Arms line is the .308 Patrol Series of short-stroke piston rifles. With more * ©smm
. . . . ; BARREL: 16 inches
than 50 percent of the rifle reciprocal with standard AR-15 parts and accessories, the com- .

- . A S g OALENGTH: 33-37inches
pact and lightweight heavy hitter gives shooters a powerful and easily upgradable 7.62mm WEIGHT. 781 ds ( ty)
NATO carbine. An Enhanced Patrol variant features Magpul MOE handguards, a Magpul K2 ) -6 pounds tempty
grip and an enhanced SOPMOD-style buttstock. For more information, visit adamsarms.net. STOCK: Collapsible

SIGHTS: None
FINISH: Matte black
CAPACITY: 20+1
MSRP: $1,329

SPECIFICATIONS

Barrett REC7 Genll CALIBER:  5.56mm NATO, 6.8 SPC
For a compact rifle in 5.56mm NATO or 6.8 SPC, it is tough to beat the Barrett REC7 Gen |, BARREL: 9.25 or 16 inches
which is available with either a 9.25- or 16-inch barrel. The 5.56mm barrels have a 1-in-7- OALENGTH: 25.9-33.25 inches
inch twist rate, while 6.8 SPC barrels have a 1-in-10-inch twist rate. The REC7 Gen Il comes WEIGHT: 5.95-7.2 pounds (empty)
with a KeyMod handguard, a Magpul MOE stock and an oversized triggerguard. The rifle STOCK: Magpul MOE
can be ordered with a black, grey, OD green or Flat Dark Earth Cerakote finish. For more SIGHTS: Flip-up front and rear
information, visit barrett.net or call 615-896-2938. FINISH: Cerakote

i CAPACITY: 30+

$2,759

i CALIBER: 5.56mm NATO

{ BARREL: 16.1inches
{ OALENGTH: 32-35.5 inches
{ WEIGHT: 7.2 pounds (empty)
| STOCK: Collapsible
Colt LE6940P ; P
. . . . . i SIGHTS: Folding front and rear
Long associated with the AR platform, it should be no surprise that Colt offers a piston- : FINISH: Matte black
operated rifie. Calied the LE6340P, the rifie is chambered in 5.56mm NATO and uses : CAPAc.ITY~ 3041
all standard AR-15 magazines. The LE6940P come with a 16.1-inch barrel, MSRP: ’ $2105

folding backup sights and an adjustable buttstock. A quad-rail handguard
also comes standard. For more information, visit colt.com or call
800-962-2658.
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VEAPON ROUNDUF

Heckler & Koch MR556A1 | SPECIFICATIONS |

Using a piston operating system derived from the combat-proven HK416, the Heckler
& Koch MR556A1 is one of the top options in piston rifles today. The MR556A1 uses a i CALIBER: 5.56mm NATO
heavy-contour, 16.5-inch barrel with a 1-in-7-inch twist rate and a non-chromed bore
for maximum accuracy. A free-floating quad-rail is standard on the MR556A1. For
more information, visit hk-usa.com or call 706-568-1906.

i BARREL: 16.5 inches
{ OALENGTH: 33.9-37.68 inches
| WEIGHT: 9.1 pounds (empty)

! STOCK: Collapsible

i SIGHTS: Troy flip-up front and rear
| FINISH: Matte black

CAPACITY: 30+1

! MSRP: $3,299

! CALIBER: 7.62mm NATO
Heckier & Koch MR762A1 | BARREL: 16.5 inches

Chambered in 7.62mm NATO, the Heckler & Koch MR762A1 is a reliable, com- ! OALENGTH: 35.94-39.50 inches

pact rifle that offers better downrange performance than the typical 5.56mm. WEIGHT: 9.94 pounds (empty)

A 16.5-inch, cold-hammer-forged barrel is standard, as well as an adjustable STOCK: Collapsible

buttstock, Troy flip-up front and rear sights and HK's free-floating, quad-rail | SIGHTS: Troy flip-up front and rear
handguard. The rifle comes with a 20-round magazine. For more information, ! FINISH: Matte black

visit hk-usa.com or call 706-568-1906. : CAPACITY: 10+1

$3,999

i

Il ® 0

| CALIBER: 5.56mm NATO

Huldra Mark IV g:lr;ﬂ-GTH ;622?59; inches
Aggressively priced at less than $950, the Mark IV carbine from Huldra Arms offers users :

. WEIGHT: 6.16 pounds (empt
an economical way to upgrade to a piston-operated carbine. These 5.56mm NATO rifles ' pou (empty)
. . R . NP . : STOCK: Collapsible
have 16-inch barrels with a 1-in-7-inch twist rate and a Melonite finish. The rifles come ready | SIGHTS: None
for mounting optics with a Picatinny rail and a low-profile gas block. For more information, FINISH-. Matte black
visit huldraarms.com or call 218-829-3521. CAPACITY: 3041

{ MSRP: $949

PECIFICATION

| CALIBER:  5.56mm NATO
i BARREL: 14.5 inches
{ OALENGTH: 31.25-34.3 inches

Huldra Mark IV Tactical EVO . ' | WEIGHT: 6.6 pounds (empty)
Stepping up from the company’s entry-level carbine, the Huldra Mark IV Tactical EVO | STOCK: Magpul CTR

adds a number of features, including a Samson Evolution handguard and a Magpul | SIGHTS: None

CTR adjustable stock. The rifle has a 14.5-inch barrel with a permanently attached flash ! FINISH: Matte black
suppressor. A Melonite finish is used on the barrel for enhanced corrosion resistance. | CAPACITY: 30+

For more information, visit huldraarms.com or call 218-829-3521. MSRP: $1,299

-------
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LMT CQB MRP Defender Piston

Designed for use in close quarters, the Lewis Machine & Tool Company (LMT) CQB MRP
Defender Piston is a piston-driven AR available with either a 12- or 16-inch, chrome-lined
barrel chambered in 5.56mm NATO. LMT cryogenically treats the barrel for longer life and

improved accuracy. A quad-rail handguard and SOPMOD buttstock are standard features.

The gun ships with tactical sights, rail covers and a sling with QD swivels. LMT also offers

| CALIBER:
| BARREL:

a | WEIGHT:

6.8 SPC-chambered gun with a 16-inch barrel. For more information, visit Imtdefense.com STOCK:

or call 309-787-7151.

| SIGHTS:
! FINISH:

MSRP:

5.56mm NATO, 6.8 SPC
12 or 16 inches

{ OALENGTH: 29-36.25 inches

7.9 pounds (empty)
Collapsible SOPMOD
Fixed front, adjustable rear
Matte black

! CAPACITY: 30+1

$2,350

| CALIBER:
POF-USA P308 GEN 4 | BARREL:
The Patriot Ordnance Factory (POF-USA) P308 is an AR-style rifle chambered for the i OALENGTH:
7.62mm NATO cartridge. Offering more long-range power than a typical 5.56 NATO i WEIGHT:
gun, the P308 can be had with barrel lengths of 12.5 to 20 inches and be outfitted i STOCK:
with a variety of precision optics. The rifles have ambidextrous controls and can be ; SIGHTS:
had in a variety of finishes, including Burnt Bronze and NP3. MSRPs start at $3,244.99. | FINISH:
For more information, visit pof-usa.com or call 623-561-9572. :V:IAS'I;I:CITY:

POF-USA P415

The P415 from Patriot Ordnance Factory (POF-USA) combines the fast-handling char-
acteristics of a light and handy AR carbine with the rock-solid reliability of a piston
operating system. These carbines are chambered in 5.56mm NATO and come with
barrel lengths from 7.25 to 16.5 inches. Magpul stocks, pistol grips and magazines come

standard. For more information, visit pof-usa.com or call 623-561-9572.

Primary Weapons Systems MK109

Light and compact, the MK109 from Primary Weapons Systems (PWS) gives users
the increased punch of the 300 BLK cartridge from a 9.75-inch barrel. For those who
want to employ a suppressor, this rifle can be extremely quiet. A KeyMod handguard
is standard, as is the nickel-Teflon-coated bolt and carrier. For more information, visit
primaryweapons.com. B
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CALIBER:
BARREL:
OA LENGTH:
WEIGHT:
STOCK:
SIGHTS:

i FINISH:

i CAPACITY:
MSRP:

| CALIBER
| BARREL:

7.62mm NATO

12.5,14.5, 16.5 or 20 inches
31.5-42.25 inches

8.3-8.9 pounds (empty)

Collapsible

None

Hardcoat anodized, NP3 or Cerakote
20+1

$3,244-$3,344

5.56mm NATO

7.5,10.5,14.5, 16.5 or 18 inches
24.5-38.75 inches

6.2-7.9 pounds (empty)

Collapsible

None

Hardcoat anodized, NP3 or Cerakote
30+1

$2,319-$2,475

PECIFICATION

: 300 BLK
9.75 inches

{ OALENGTH: 25.6 inches

i WEIGHT:
| STOCK:
! SIGHTS:
i FINISH:

6.06 pounds (empty)
Magpul MOE
Magpul MBUS

Matte black

{ CAPACITY: 30+

MSRP:

$1,949
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Primary Weapons Systems MK220 EESran el
Designed as a designated marksman rifle, the PWS MK220 is chambered in 7.62mm NATO : LI
and has a 20-inch barrel. The button-rifled barrels are turned in-house by PWS, and they're CALIBER: 7.62mm NATO
treated with Isonite QPQ for corrosion resistance. A PWS Precision Rifle Compensator re- i BARREL: 20 inches
duces recoil while minimizing ground disturbance when shooting from prone. A Magpul MOE ;| OALENGTH: 39.4 inches
stock, pistol grip and 20-round magazine are standard. Like the MK109, the MK220 uses a WEIGHT: 9.44 pounds (empty)
KeyMod rail for mounting accessories. For more information, visit primaryweapons.com. | STOCK: Magpul MOE
= i SIGHTS: Magpul MBUS
" ! FINISH: Matte black

L CAPACITY: 20+1

v ey —— EEeBsRp: $2,599

CALIBER: 5.56mm NATO

Rock River Arms LAR-PDS

BARREL: 16 inches
The Rock River Arms LAR-PDS is a 5.56mm NATO carbine with a folding stock OALENGTH: 27-3775 inches
and a non-reciprocating, side-mounted charging handle. The upper has a WEIGHT: 7.4 pounds (empty)
single, full-length Picatinny rail allowing users to mount optics. The buttstock STOCK: Folding, collapsible
can fold to the side, providing a compact package. An injection-molded, SIGHTS: None
ribbed handguard and an aluminum tri-rail handguard are both available for FINISH: Matte black
this rifle. For more information, visit rockriverarms.com or call 866-980-7625. CAPACITY:  30+1

$1,5695-$1,750

i MSRP:

PECIFICATIONS

CALIBER: 5.56mm NATO
. BARREL: 16.12 inches
Ruger SR-556 Carbine !
L . OALENGTH: 31-34.25 inches

Ready for duty out of the box, the Ruger SR-556 Carbine is an AR-style rifle chambered for the WEIGHT: 7.4 pounds (empty)
ubiquitous 5.56mm NATO cartridge. The four-position gas regulator allows the gun to be tuned STOCK: : éollapsible
to your specific ammunition for outstanding reliability. The rifles come with folding sights, an SIGHTs;- Folding front and rear
adjustable buttstock and a quad-rail handguard. For more information, visit ruger.com. FINISH: Matte black

CAPACITY: 30+1

_ MSRP: $1,995

SPECIFICATIO

CALIBER: 7.62mm NATO

¢ BARREL: 16.12 inches
Ruger SR-762 OALENGTH: 34.75-38 inches
Similar in operation and appearance to the company’s SR-556 rifle, the Ruger SR-762 WEIGHT: 8.6 pounds (empty)
upsizes the caliber to 7.62mm NATO. The chrome-lined, cold-hammer-forged barrel STOCK: Collapsible
is 16.12 inches long, fluted and topped with a Mini-14-style flash suppressor. A Hogue SIGHTS: Folding front and rear
Monogrip pistol grip is standard, as is the adjustable buttstock and the lightweight FINISH: Matte black
handguard. For more information, visit ruger.com. CAPACITY: 20+1
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Sig Sauer SIG516 Patrol

The SIG516 from Sig Sauer uses a short-stroke piston system with a four-position adjust-
able gas valve to provide officers with optimum reliability. Chambered in 5.56mm NATO,
the SIG516 uses standard AR-15/M4 magazines but adds an ambidextrous mag release for
left-handed shooters. Flip-up sights, an adjustable buttstock and a quad-rail handguard are
all standard. For more information, visit sigsauer.com or call 603-610-3000.

Sig Sauer SIG716 Patrol

If you need the heavier hitting power of a 7.62mm NATO-chambered rifle, the
piston-driven Sig Sauer SIG716 deserves a look. With a six-position buttstock
and an ambidextrous magazine release, these guns are well suited for a wide
variety of users. QD-type sling attachments and iron backup sights are stan-
dard. The nitride-treated barrel is 16 inches long and has a 1-in-10-inch twist
rate. For more information, visit sigsauer.com or call 603-610-3000.

| CALIBER:

| BARREL:

| OALENGTH:
| WEIGHT:

| STOCK:

| SIGHTS:

| FINISH:

§ | CAPACITY:

i MSRP:

5.56mm NATO

16 inches

35.7 inches

7.3 pounds (empty)
Collapsible

Flip-up front and rear
Hardcoat anodized black
30+1

$1,719

{ CALIBER:

| BARREL:

| OALENGTH:
i WEIGHT:

| STOCK:

! SIGHTS:

! FINISH:

i CAPACITY:

| MSRP:

Stag Arms Model 8T

As one of the most reasonably priced piston ARs on the market, the Stag Arms Model 8T has a
surprising amount of standard features and customizable options. Chambered in 5.56mm NATO |
or 6.8 SPC, the 16-inch, chrome-lined barrel is button rifled and has a 1-in-9-inch twist rate. The
rifle comes standard with a free-floating Diamondhead VRS-T handguard and Diamondhead
front and rear sights. For more information, visit stagarms.com or call 860-229-9994.

Stag Arms Model 8TL

Stag Arms is one of the few companies that make left-handed AR-style rifles. The Model
8TL is a left-handed version of the popular 8T, and it comes with all of the same features,
including the chrome-lined barrel, Diamondhead components and an adjustable buttstock.
Standard rifles are chambered in 5.56mm NATO, but the guns can also be had in 6.8 SPC.
For more information, visit stagarms.com or call 860-229-9994.

CALIBER:
! BARREL:
| OALENGTH:
| WEIGHT:

! STOCK:

i SIGHTS:
FINISH:

{ CAPACITY:
i MSRP:

7.62mm NATO

16 inches

31.3-38.3 inches

9.3 pounds (empty)
Collapsible

Flip-up front and rear
Hardcoat anodized black
2041

$2,186

5.56mm NATO, 6.8 SPC

16 inches

33.25-35.75 inches

7 pounds (empty)
Collapsible

Diamondhead front and rear
Hardcoat anodized black
30+1

$1,275

SPECIFICATION

CALIBER:
BARREL:

OA LENGTH:
WEIGHT:
STOCK:
SIGHTS:
FINISH:
CAPACITY:

5.56mm NATO, 6.8 SPC

16 inches

33.25-35.75 inches

7 pounds (empty)
Collapsible

Diamondhead front and rear
Hardcoat anodized black
30+1
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BUY A SECURITY SHOTGUN
WITHOUT GETTING ROBBED
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Stevens 320 Pump '/ e

Security Model s //
: Ghost Ring Sights /
N Pistol Grip F

Rotary Bolt /

Dual Slide-Bars -4 ? j

5+1 Capacity Ry

MSRP $260 / y

Stevens 320 Pump
Security Model
Sight Rail

Pistol Grip

Heat Shield

Rotary Bolt

Dual Slide-Bars

5+1 Capacity

MSRP $274
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EAVY ON FEATURES.
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STEVENS SAVAGEARMS.COM
- "Savage Arms



ARMALITE

1GRIN -~
e fBeMM

delivers {
affordable PEIRC T
BIG-BORE
POWER!

By Robert Jordan

Steve Woods Photos

ArmalLite’s new DSR
10 rifle in 7.62mm
NATO provides
operators and civilians
alike an affordable,
accurate carbine

built for top-notch
reliability. Shown

with a Nightforce

- 2.5-10x32mm NXS
riflescope.
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rmalite literally put the
“AR” in AR-15. Many
people don't realize that
Eugene Stoner was work-
ing for ArmaLite when
he developed the rifle.
They alse don't realize that “AR” stands
for ArmalLite Rifle. The company literally
invented the rifle, and everything after it
has simply been a copy. Also, Mr. Stoner
originally intended for the rifle to be cham-
bered in 7.62mm NATO/.308 Winchester.
Putting my hands on the ArmaLite Defen-
sive Sporting Rifle (DSR) 10 felt a little like
going back to the beginning and embrac-
. ing the future, all at the same time.
lam constantly bombarded by fel-
“low federal agents asking me the same
question: “l want to buy an AR-style
rifle. Which one should | buy?” They are
looking at rifles that cost between $600
and $5,000 and want to know. if a more
expensive rifle will be worth it. With very
few exceptions, | tell them it will not. A
ifle that is absolutely reliable, is simple

SPECIAL-WEAPONS-MAGAZINE.com

to maintain and can easily be upgraded
is almost certainly their best investment.
Most people do not need a rifle that has
every bell and whistle. They won’t be
landing on beaches with it in the arctic.
They won’t be shooting 5,000 rounds
through it every week. They won’t be
sniping bad guys in hostile territory from
1,000 meters. Rifles that can do those
things are really cool, but they are also
really expensive. A rifle that handles the
basics, and does them well, will be just as

useful to them as the $5,000 custom gun.
ArmalL.ite recognizes this fact. The
company recognizes that most cops have
families and a limited income, but they
put their lives are on the line. ArmalL.ite’s
challenge was to build the best fight-
stopping, dependable weapon for a
reasonable price. Its answer was the De-
fensive Sporting Rifle series. This series
includes two rifles chambered in 5.56mm
NATO, the DSR 15 and the DSR 15F. The
DSR 15F has a fixed, A-frame front sight,
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Finally! It’s Here!
DuraCoat’
in an AEROSOL!

Can within a Can technology
includes Hardener inside!

S = Y = = i
] o | S
le Make Your
Gun RUST

| LV Protection

The Green Berets

America’s only Special Operations soldiers
trained in unconventional warfare.

VIETNAM. EL SALVADOR. BOSNIA.
KOSOVO. SOMALIA. AFGHANISTAN. IRAQ.
AND EVERY OTHER HOTSPOT
IN THE WORLD SINCE 1952.

The Green Beret Foundation provides unconventional
aid to Green Berets and their families

Text GBF to 20222 for a $10 donation.

www greenberetfoundation org
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ARMALITE DSR 10 7.62MM

" A 2 A ¥ 7/

The lower receiver is outfitted with an M4-style
collapsible buttstock and an A2-style pistol grip, which
are both functional, dependable and easy to upgrade.

and the DSR 15 has no front sight but
allows one to be added to the Picatinny
rail on top of the gas block. The third
and final rifle in the series is the DSR 10,
chambered in 7.62mm, which | recently
got my hands on for testing.

Gun Details

The DSR 10 does not come with a
lot of extra features. Instead, ArmalLite
focuses on high-quality fundamentals.
What impressed me the most was the
barrel. Made from 4140 chrome-moly
steel, the barrel is hand-lapped twice,
the bore is chrome lined and the exterior
is phosphated. Barrels are typically
made by one of three different process-
es: button cutting, hammer forging and
single-point cutting. Each technique has
certain benefits and detriments. Each
technique also leaves tool marks on the

CALIBER: 7.62mm NATO

lands and grooves that
affect accuracy. Lap-
ping a barrel means
using an abrasive
.~ compound and run-
ning it up and down
the barrel to smooth
out some of the
' rough edges. | have
an MDS bore scope
i that | often use to
| check out the barrels
y  of the test guns and
barrels during cleaning.
You cannot judge how
accurate a barrel will be
simply by how it looks, but
when there are lots of chatter
marks, gouges or pitting
in the steel, you know you
aren’t likely dealing with a
tack driver. The barrel on the
DSR 10 looked as smooth as
my hand-lapped, single-cut barrel that |
special ordered from Krieger Barrels a few
years back. In fact, | don’t think | have
ever seen a production barrel that looked
so clean and smooth. | had high hopes
for the range testing.

After the barrel, the next most impor-
tant features for accuracy are a free-float-
ing forend and a good trigger. The DSR
10 has a standard M4-style forend with
single heat shields, which certainly helps
keep the costs down. Plus, it allows the
end-user to decide which style of forend
they want on the rifle and install it them-
selves. There are literally
hundreds of styles today
to choose from and what
works best for me may
not be the best for you.

The trigger is a stan-
dard mil-spec-style unit,

16 inches

BARREL: |

SPECIFICATIONS

OA LENGTH: 35-38.3 inches

7.9 pounds (empty)
STOCK: Collapsible

Optics-ready Picatinny rail
ACTION: Direct impingement semi-auto

Hardcoat anodized black

CAPACITY: 20+1
| MSRP: IREEE]

Federal 150 SP
Federal 168 Sierra BTHP

2,663
2,486
Winchester 168 BTHP Match 2,449

110
0.93
0.63

PERFORMANCE

Bullet weight measured in grains, velocity in fps by chronograph,
and accuracy in inches for best five-shot groups at 100 yards.
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The 7.62mm
DSR 10 accepts
the highly regarded
and available
Magpul magazine,
and one 20-round
PMAG is included.

ArmalLite

hand-laps the
DSR 10’s 16-inch,
chrome-lined, 4140
chrome-moly steel
barrel twice for
superior accuracy
and consistency.

but it was the crispest mil-spec trigger |
have ever shot. It had a little creep, but
not very much. However, it was stiff. My
Lyman electronic trigger gauge measured
the pull weight as being 10.94 pounds.
This dependable trigger is excellent

for most combat and law enforcement

purposes; it will work just fine. If you want
a better trigger, again, there are plenty of
high-quality drop-in kits to choose from.

| will offer one word of caution. Most
adjustable triggers are meant for competi-
tion and precision shooting—not combat.
If a screw backs out and a trigger fails

during a match, it really stinks. If it backs
out and your rifle turns into a club during
a firefight, it may be the last error you
ever make. If you replace the trigger, get a
solid, dependable one.

The M4-style collapsible stock will lock
into six different length-of-pull positions
and is installed on a mil-spec-diameter
buffer tube. Again, this is the kind of little
feature that | appreciate. Mil-spec tubes
have a different diameter than commercial
tubes and are stronger. They typically
cost a little more to make, so many manu-
facturers opt for commercial-sized tubes
because most consumers won’t know the
difference. My one small complaint was

that the castle nut was not
- staked in place.
This probably
\ would never
cause a prob-
lem, and if it
really bothered
me, | could do it
myself with a center
punch and a hammer in three seconds.

The gas block, a clamp-on-style unit
with a Picatinny rail on top for mounting
an iron sight, appears very robust. The
Picatinny rail on the gas block sits about

G EEEE

| A Shining Light in the Face of Darkness |

Trust Your Light..Or Get Lost.

e ol

You need to be able to count on your light to always have
your back. Not only to throw an abundance of light,
"1 but also to assure that your batteries will outlast the
| darkness. To engage every situation with rugged, waterproof
. durability with optimized handling and a sure grip,
wet or dry. To stay in the fight by shrugging off incredible

recoil and impact.

- . ‘ g
s

BalancedBesam Techrnology

Every ExtremeBeam light is a product of BalancedBeam
Technology™—engineering that focuses not only on an
effective use of lumen output, but also true light throw
distance, the extension of battery life, and the ability to
dissipate heat and heavy recoil. Count on it.

w,

SuperLumen-
Reflactor Technology

maximum range

Effective lumen I 4 Anti-Recoil : Double O-Ring
multiplier for ~ up to .50BMG \ Sealed: IPX8-30ft
\ \

Models to fit virtually every lighting need. ExtremeBeam.com
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ARMALITE DSR 10 7.62MM

“..the DSR10
comes with a
phenomenal
barrel and top-
of-the-line
reliability right
out of the box.”
I

0.39 inches lower than the Picatinny
rail on the upper receiver. If you want to
install iron sights, you have to buy the
right style so that they will co-witness. No
sights of any kind are provided with the
rifle. Again, this keeps costs down and al-
lows the end-user to only pay for the sight
that they actually want.

The DSR 10 has a standard A2-style
pistol grip. The rifle also uses the DPMS/
KAC style of magazines, which is the
most common type, and it means that
Magpul magazines will fit. ArmalLite
ships the DSR 10 rifle with one polymer,
20-round Magpul PMAG.

| picked the rifle up on a Friday, gave
it a quick cleaning and liberally oiled the
bolt and bolt carrier. AR rifles will shoot
dirty, but they will not shoot dry. The
majority of AR weapon failures that | have
seen through the years have been caused
by insufficient lubrication. The biggest
difference internally between an ArmalLite
AR-10 and an AR-15 is that ArmalLite
puts a spring on the AR-10 firing pins
instead of leaving them free-floating, as
they are on AR-15s. As you’d expect, the
bolt carrier group and firing pin are larger
and heavier on the 7.62mm NATO rifle.
When you load and charge an AR-15, the

-
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An ultra-compact reflex
sight enhanced for
tactical applications!

BY D.K. PRIDGEN

With the broad availability these days

of flattop rifles with integrated strips

of Picatinny rail, the ability to equip your car-

bine with an optic is easier than ever. Concurrent

with that movement has been the broader accep-

tance of reflex and holographic optics. The greater

number and variety of the optics available, the better for

us, and good sights can now be had to fit every budget. Vortex Optics offers a nice
variety, including one of the company’s newest, the “micro-sized” SPARC II.

SMALL SIZE, BIG PUNCH

Following in the footsteps of the original SPARC, the durable, 1X magnification
SPARC Il is parallax free, compatible with T-1 micro mounts and includes two batteries
and several mounts for most installation requirements. The SPARC Il has the same
22mm objective lens and 2-MOA red dot as the original, as well as multi-coated lenses
that provide unlimited eye relief. The unit is shockproof, waterproof (O-ring sealed tur-
ret caps) and fogproof (nitrogen purging)—all in a package around 3 inches long.

Of the changes/improvements bestowed upon the SPARC Il, | consider the switch
to more commonly available CR2032 batteries and the excellent finger-release flip
lens caps the most significant. The same goes for the narrower, simplified button
tower (only two buttons) and the improved battery life. Then there is the trimmer bat-
tery cap, which has been redesigned for tool-free removal.

Vortex lenses are amazing—the fresh, crisp dots are clearly visible in the bright-
est of direct sunlight. | consider Vortex’s SPARC exceptional enough to have one
mounted on one of my duty weapons, and the SPARC Il is headed for another! For
more information, visit vortexoptics.com or call 800-426-0048.

firing pin flies forward and leaves a little
“dimple” on the back of the primer of the
round that was just chambered. Because
of the extra weight, the AR-10 firing pin
could fly forward and detonate the primer.
ArmalLite prevents this by adding the fir-

ing pin spring.

The DSR 10 comes with M4-

style handguards and a gas block with a
Picatinny rail for adding a front sight.
The rifle’s controls are in

standard AR positions, making it easy
for shooters to transition to the system.
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——— Smith & Wesson® M&P SHIELD™ ———
Grip Extension

This Product Replaces
The Magazine Floor Plate
Providing Additional Grip
Length For Better Control

And Comfort

[Suggested Retail $9.95|

Despite rainy range conditions, the
DSR 10 turned in impressive results in Or Contact

See Your Local Dealer

terms of both accuracy and handling.

@ PEARCE GRIP

- P.O. Box 40367 Ask For Product # PG-MPS
Range T’me , Fort Worth, Texas 76140
The following morning was overcast (800) 390-9420 (817) 568-9707 fax

with steady rain. | headed to the Bra- \___ http://www.pearcegrip.com
zos River Sportsman’s Club in Fulshear,
Texas, to test the DSR 10’s accuracy
and run it through some shooting drills.
Whenever you are shooting paper targets
in the rain, a clear, 55-gallon trash ba
placed over the top wiﬁ’keep the targgt v /4 PREMIUM 1911 PARTS:
from disintegrating and allow you to shoot g ACCESSORIES & GEAR
just as well as on a sunny day. /

| rough-sighted the carbine in at 25
yards and then dialed it in at 100. Apart
from having to wipe the scope lenses,
the rain had no effect on the rifle or my
Oehler 35P chronograph. The barrel did
not disappoint, and the accuracy was far
better than | expect to see on a rifle of Stalnless |1.45 ACP with Kimber®
this type. Several of the five-shot groups Custom Shop™parts & finish, along .
were under an inch. with Rimfire Target Converslon KIt™ \

For tactical drills, | mounted a Steiner
1-5x24mm scope with an illuminated
reticle. Most of the drills were inside of
25 yards. Despite the light weight of the
gun, recoil was very controllable, and the
rifle was quick and easy to manipulate
through drills with multiple rounds and
multiple targets. In the end, | was pretty
muddy, but | had nothing but good things
to say about the DSR 10. | have shot a lot
of rifles that cost quite a bit more money
and were not nearly as accurate or as
dependable as this one.

When | first started out in law enforce-
ment, | was on a pretty tight budget. |
had to carefully consider gun purchases
beforehand, and | was always hoping to
find a gun that outperformed its price
tag. The ArmaLite DSR 10 is exactly

what | was looking for. With an MSRP of 14 :_,
$999, | would expect a lengthy break-in L £

period and 100-yard groups that hovered

around the 3- to 4-inch range. Instead, Magazines Less-Lethal
the DSR 10 comes wit_h a ph_enc_)_mer?al Grips Custom Parts
barrel and top-of-the-line reliability right

out of the box. While it may not have a lot Leather Premium Finishes
of extra features, it allows the end-user

to upgrade it when and how they see fit. Night Sights Logo Apparel
Honestly, for tactical purposes, the addi- .22 LR Conversions Custom Shop
tion of sights and a light are really all that
are required. The end product will perform
at the same level as rifles that cost a lot
more money, and | would not hesitate to
trust my life to its rock-solid dependabil- ©2011 Kimber Mig., Inc. All rights reserved. Information and specifications are for reference only and subject to change without notice.
ity. For more information, visit armalite.
com or call 800-336-0184. [ SW]

Order at kimberamerica.com or T
(888) 243-4522, or vislt a Kimber Master Dealer f
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GUN TEST
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Compact powerhouse
takes SMGs to the next
level with lightning-fast

COB STRIKES!

s a long-time SWAT cop, I've used my share of
submachine guns (SMG). Early in my career, they
were the norm—rifles were rarely used for entry
work. Much of my initial training was on an HK
MP5, and | completed training and armorers
courses, including HK’s excellent Master Sub-
machine Gun training school. These weap-
ons are accurate, fast on target and very
handy in close spaces—to the point where
many rifles are being introduced to mimic these
| qualities. Many agencies still use similar weap-
| ons. Frankly, the rifle is not always the best tool
for the job, making the SMG a viable alternative.

Lightweight, compact and
available in numerous
configurations and
calibers—9mm, .40 S&W
and .357 SIG—the new
MPX submachine gun from
Sig Sauer can easily be
transformed to fit a variety
of tactical needs. Just add
a SIG-SD suppressor and
it’s ready for CQB duty.

(i

BY DAVID BAHDE
Sean Utley Photos
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SIG SAUER MPX 9vm

RIGHT: The MPX'’s long Picatinny =
top rail allows operators to mount %
a variety of fast-targeting optics or
sights, including Sig’s own Mini Red
Dot Sight (shown).

BELOW: The author tested the

MPX with a prototype SIG-SD 9mm
suppressor that added only 5 inches
to the end of the barrel. During
testing, the SIG-SD was easy to
attach and did not alter the weapon’s
point of impact or reliability.

“It may he
the most
versatile

submachine
gun produced
inrecent
history.”

Operators
need shoulder-fired
weapons that deliver
high rates of fire without
the noise, flash and velocity of
arifle, and SMGs work perfectly
in this role. They are more easily
and reliably suppressed with very
short barrels, and their accuracy is
typically stellar. Simply put, there
are just some jobs and operations
where the submachine gun is the
best tool for the job.

Enough interest exists that
many companies have attempted
to attain the renowned reliabil-
ity and usability of the MP5 in
an AR-platform weapon. In my
experience, they have been only
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moderately
successful.

law enforce-
ment environ-
ments, most
short-barreled
ARs are simply
¢ not reliable enough
for a special opera-
tions soldier. Modify-

ing these compact carbines to
reliably operate in the real world
has always been a compromise
at best. Unfortunately, the often-
over-hyped demand for rifles has
kept innovation with pistol-caliber
carbines and SMGs out of the pic-
ture—that is until now. Sig Sauer
may have come up with the best
attempt so far with its new MPX
series of SMGs.

While other attempts at viable
modern SMGs have met with
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Viable in a few

some success, creating a subgun
with the AR’s ergonomics remains
the holy grail in the tactical world.
Aiming for this goal, Sig Sauer
started from scratch to develop
what may be the next genera-
tion of SMGs in its MPX. While
attending training at the Sig Sauer
Academy, the opportunity arose
for me to get some trigger time on
the MPX submachine gun along
with Sig’s 9mm silencer.

Gun Details

The MPX is available in a
number of configurations. There
is the standard MPX model that
| was able to test. The MPX-P is
configured as a pistol using an
8-inch barrel with no stock. The
MPX-SD model utilizes an 8-inch
ported barrel that is integrally
suppressed. For those in need of
a shorter version, the MPX-K uti-
lizes a 4.5-inch barrel. All models
except the MPX-P are available
as select-fire or semi-automatic
weapons with either a folding or
collapsible buttstock.

The MPX utilizes Sig Sauer’s
proven short-stroke gas piston
system, configured specifically
for this platform. The use of a
fully closed and locked rotating
bolt enhances its operation and
safety. Barrels can be changed in
the field to meet varying mission
requirements, and the bolt holds
open on the last round. Starting
out in 9mm, the MPX is easily
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convertible to .357 SIG and 40
S&W. A monolithic upper receiver
with an integral top rail allows for
the use of any common AR-com-
patible sighting system, including
red dots and holographic sights.
The MPX utilizes AR-style
controls, which makes for minimal
training and transition time. Any
AR-compatible trigger can also be
installed. The remaining controls are
also in the AR style, including the
magazine and bolt release, which
are ambidextrous. The non-recip-
rocating charging handle is placed
similarly to an AR’s, and it does
not interfere with any rail-mounted
accessories. While the excellent
SIG516 pistol grip is used, any AR-
based grip can be added. Stocks
are interchangeable and can be

configured based on mission needs.

Magazines are built specifically for
the MPX by Lancer Systems, and
they are available in 10-, 20- and
30-round capacities.

Range Time

The MPX | tested at the Sig
Sauer Academy was a standard
9mm version with a folding stock.
The stock folded to the left and
shapped into place nicely. The
prototype 9mm SIG-SD silencer |
was able to use was attached to the
threaded barrel; it measured about
5 inches in length. For targeting, |
had flip-up AR-style backup iron
sights as well as a Sig Mini Red Dot
Sight. This test sample MPX had
seen some serious range time with
an es