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Border Security Operations Center 6100 Guadalupe St., Bldg E, Rm 108 

Texas Ranger Division Austin, TX 78752 

Texas Department of Public Safety Office (512) 424-7561 

Fax (512) 424-7041 



DPS & THP Daily Operations Summary 

With Border-Centric Open Source Reporting 

Date of Report: November 30, 2011 



Marijuana 

Seizures 

Hydroponic 

Marijuana 

Seizures 

Heroin 

Seizures 

Methamphetamine 

Seizures 

Currency 

Seizures 

710.40 lbs 0 0 0.529 lbs $337,860 USD 

Cocaine 

Seizures 

Hashish 

Seizures 

Weapon 

Seizures 

Xanax 

Seizures 

Criminal 

Arrests 

0 0.163 lbs 2 0 22 





Seizures: Marijuana – 361 lbs; Criminal Arrests - 1 

Reported by: THP 

Date/Time: 11/29/2011; 0907 hrs 

Location: IH-40, MM: 43/E, near Vega, Oldham Co. 

Following a routine traffic stop, A THP Trooper seized 361 lbs of marijuana and arrested one 

subject (driving 2012 Chrysler van with NC registration). Upon contact with the driver, several 

indicators of criminal activity were observed. Consent to search was granted. A K-9 arrived on 

scene and conducted a free air sniff showing a positive alert. A subsequent search revealed 9 

duffle bags with 15 bundles of marijuana located throughout the vehicle and in the luggage. The 

vehicle was traveling from an unknown origin to Oklahoma City, OK. 



Seizures: Currency – $337,860 USD; Criminal Arrests - 1 

Reported by: CID 

Date/Time: 11/23/2011; 1249 hrs 

Location: 9400 Hempstead Hwy; MM: N, near Houston, Harris Co. 

CID Agents (along with multi-agency gang task force) developed case on a possible currency 

carrier in the Houston area. Officers locate the target vehicle and established surveillance. A 

Houston PD marked patrol unit conducted a stop for a traffic violation. HPD Officers along with 

Narcotics detector K-9 conducted free air search of the vehicle resulting in a positive alert. The 

traffic following a routine traffic stop, resulting in the seizure of $337,860 USD and the arrest of 

one subject. The currency was located in a manufactured after market false compartment 

located in the front nose area of the trailer. A 2001 Freightliner and 1999 Utility trailer were also 

seized. 



Seizures: Methamphetamine – 0.529 lbs; Marijuana – 1.40 lbs; Weapons – 2; Criminal 

Arrests - 16 

Reported by: CID 

Date/Time: 11/29/2011; 0700 hrs 

Location: near Lubbock, Lubbock Co. 

CID Agents (along with multi-agency gang task force) concluded a major criminal investigation 

and rendered a meth trafficking organization ineffective. This led to multiple charges and 

arrests, including a source from Dallas, a La Familia associate, who was arrested and federally 

indicted for conspiracy to distribute. The investigation revealed that associates of La Familia in 

Dallas provided methamphetamine in multiple-pound quantities to the suspects in Lubbock on a 

weekly basis for distribution in and around the south plains. 
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Seizures: Marijuana – 8 lbs; Hashish – 0.163 lbs; Criminal Arrests – 3 

Reported by: THP 

Date/Time: 11/29/2011; 1110 hrs 

Location: IH-40, MM: 161/E, near Shamrock, Wheeler Co. 

Following a routine traffic stop, A THP Trooper seized 8 lbs of marijuana, 0.163 lbs of hashish, 

and arrested one 3 subjects (driving 2011 Nissan Altima with AZ registration). Upon contact with 

the driver, several indicators of criminal activity were observed. A strong odor of marijuana was 

detected. Consent to search was granted. A subsequent search revealed 12 bundles of 

marijuana concealed inside luggage in the. The vehicle was traveling from an Richmond, CA, to 

Norfolk, VA. 



Seizures: Marijuana –340 lbs; Criminal Arrests – 1 

Reported by: THP 

Date/Time: 11/29/2011; 1300 hrs 

Location: IH-30, MM: 156/E, near Mount Pleasant, Titus Co. 

Following a routine traffic stop, A THP Trooper seized 340 lbs of marijuana, and arrested one 

subject (driving 2004 Freightliner truck with 2006 utility trailer, both also seized with TX and ME 

registration) during a routine commercial inspection. During the inspection, the trooper noticed 

the VIN plate on the trailer missing. A criminal history on the drier indicated multiple drug 

trafficking charges. A search inside the trailer was conducted by a K-9 where 340 lbs of 

marijuana were located inside of several boxes, and 60 Dell computers were seized. The 

vehicle was traveling from El Paso, TX, to Unknown location in NC. 





OPEN SOURCE INPUTS 



The Telegraph, November 30, 2011 

Venezuela Arrests Colombian Drug Kingpin 

One of the world‘s most wanted suspected drug kingpins, who allegedly ran a 1,500-strong 

gang trafficking tons of cocaine from Colombia to the United States, has been arrested in 

Venezuela. Maximiliano Bonilla-Orozco, 39, is expected to be extradited to the US, whose 

government had offered a reward of up to $5m for information leading to his capture. 

According to the US, Bonilla-Orozco, better known by the alias Valenciano, is responsible for 

trafficking several tons of cocaine into the US and transporting more than $25m in drug-related 

proceeds from the US to Mexico. He has also ―dealt extensively‖ with the notorious Mexican 

drugs cartel Los Zetas, says the US State Department‘s profile of him. President Juan Manuel 

Santos, of Colombia, described Bonilla-Orozco as a ―high value target for Colombia, and the 

entire world‖ adding that he had caused ―terrible damage to our country.‖ Arriving in Caracas, 

the capital of Venezuela, on Monday, for talks on crime and trade with his counterpart Hugo 

Chavez, Mr Santos also thanked Mr Chavez for the ―very welcome gift you have given us.‖ 



El Paso Times, November 30, 2011 

4-year-old boy fatally shot outside Juárez home 

A 4-year-old Juárez boy was killed Monday night when gunmen shot toward his home, the 

Chihuahua state attorney general's office said. Alan David Carrillo Martinez was playing outside 

his home in the colonia Fray Garcia de San Francisco when unknown gunmen began shooting. 

The boy was shot in the chest, and family members took him to a nearby hospital. He was 

pronounced dead soon after his arrival. The boy's death was one of four homicides Monday in 

Juárez, which has had more than 1,700 homicides this year though the number of homicides 
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has decreased from the count last year. Also on Monday night, a woman, Adelia Cervantes 

Estrada, 52, was killed and a man was critically wounded when they were attacked by gunmen 

at a home in the colonia Parajes de San José, police said. On Monday evening, Jose de Jesus 

Castillo Solis, 38, was shot to death while driving a Chevrolet Silverado, police said. And in 

another case, a 26-year-old man, identified as Emanuel Ever Villalpando Hilton, was fatally shot 

in the Infonavit Oasis area. The wave of violence continued Tuesday. About 6 a.m., an 

unidentified man was found stabbed to death in the bathroom of an electronics shop in colonia 

Tierra Nueva II, authorities said. The man had multiple stab wounds to his chest and abdomen. 

About 3:40 p.m., an unidentified man was shot to death in a red Dodge Ram 1500, police said. 



KRGV.com, November 30, 2011 

Murder Suspect Deported 

LAREDO - An 8-year-old murder case from Mexico is closed. U.S. authorities have deported an 

illegal immigrant who is wanted for the crime. ICE agents say 44-year-old Angel Rivera-Benitez 

was living in Austin. He was arrested after U.S. Marshals provided information to immigration 

agents. A judge ordered him deported in October. Rivera-Benitez is accused of a 1993 shooting 

in Jalisco, Mexico. U.S. authorities escorted him across an international bridge in Laredo last 

Friday and into the hands of Mexican authorities. 









McAllen Monitor, November 30, 2011 

Gulf Cartel Plaza Boss Among Those Arrested In Matamoros Raid 





MATAMOROS — Mexican authorities announced the arrest of a top Gulf Cartel lieutenant, his 

right-hand man, a top financial officer and the lead smuggler during a family gathering. 

According to a news release from the Mexican navy, authorities arrested 32-year-old Jose de 

Jesus ―El Chuy‖ Garcia Hernandez; his right-hand man and accountant, 43-year-old Rene 

Alberto ―El Amable‖ Mungia Elizondo; the group‘s main financial operator, 49-year-old Javier 

Enrique ―El Contador‖ Farias Garcia; and one of their leading smugglers, 37-year-old Erasmo 
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―El Checo‖ Garcia Galvan. Authorities also announced the arrest of 23-year-old Ezequiel ―El 

Bebo‖ or ―El Junior‖ Cardenas Rivera, who is identified as the son of the late kingpin Antonio 

Ezequiel ―Tony Tormenta‖ Cardenas Guillen, who was killed in a hail of gunfire Nov. 5, 2010. 

The information released by Mexican authorities doesn‘t list a specific role for Cardenas Rivera, 

but sources outside law enforcement who have direct knowledge of the situation said Cardenas 

Rivera is not a member of the Gulf Cartel and was arrested only because of his name. 

The Mexican navy said the arrests took place Friday near the parking lot of a building along 

Alvaro Obregon Boulevard as the group was leaving a private engagement in three vehicles. 

But sources outside law enforcement said the operation was carried out inside a popular events 

center along the same boulevard, with the Mexican navy detaining some 25 individuals and then 

releasing the majority of them. The event the group was raiding was a family party presumably a 

baptism, sources said. There was some confusion when the Mexican navy identified Cardenas 

Rivera as ―El Junior‖ because that alias also was used by his cousin, Rafael ―El Junior‖ or 

―Comandante 900‖ Cardenas Vela, a former Gulf Cartel plaza boss for Matamoros. Cardenas 

Vela was arrested in October in Port Isabel during an operation led by U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement. The Gulf Cartel has seen its share of struggles since the 2003 arrest of 

former kingpin Osiel Cardenas Guillen, who is serving a prison sentence in the U.S. After the 

arrest of Cardenas Guillen, his enforcers — the Zetas — became an independent entity. In 

2010, they turned against the Gulf Cartel, sparking a bloody turf war. When the hostilities 

began, the Gulf joined forces with its former rivals, the Sinaloa Cartel and the Familia 

Michoacana, aiming to take out the Zetas. That struggle continues to this day. In September, 

another conflict broke out in the Gulf Cartel as some of its top lieutenants turned on each other 

in a power struggle. The ensuing infighting has left many key members dead, and the 

organization greatly weakened. This latest conflict has been linked to a police shooting in 

Hidalgo County that the sheriff labeled the fist case of genuine, direct spillover violence here 

from Mexico‘s drug war. The Gulf Cartel allegedly tasked gang members with tracking down and 

recovering marijuana that had been stolen. The job taken by those hired hands allegedly 

resulted in a kidnapping, which was foiled by a Sheriff‘s Office traffic stop that escalated into a 

firefight. A deputy was wounded in the leg, and a suspect was shot dead. Over the weekend, 

Tamaulipas Gov. Egidio Torre Cantu announced that Tamaulipas was a safe region and its 

highways were constantly patrolled to ensure public safety during his State of the State address 

in the capital of Ciudad Victoria. But soon after, two grenades were thrown in the city‘s suburbs. 

On Monday night, Ciudad Victoria was besieged for a few hours as members of the Sinaloa–

Gulf cartel alliance entered the city and engaged the Zetas, who are said to control the city. 

Since 2006, when Mexican President Felipe Calderón took a hard line against drug cartels, 

more than 43,000 individuals have been killed in drug-related violence — the majority of whom 

have been drug cartel members. 



San Antonio Express News, November 30, 2011 

West Texas Drug Raid Leads To More Than 20 Arrests 

MIDLAND, Texas (AP) — Prosecutors say two dozen suspects have been arrested in the investigation of 

a West Texas marijuana distribution ring. A federal grand jury in Midland returned four indictments 

earlier in November. All were unsealed Tuesday, leading to the arrest of suspects from Andrews, 

Midland, Odessa and Snyder. Prosecutors say the charges include conspiracy to distribute cocaine and 

marijuana, money laundering and maintaining a residence to cultivate and distribute marijuana, grown in 

a hydroponic operation. Authorities have seized about 60 pounds of marijuana, firearms and more than 

$45,000. Investigators say more suspects are sought. 
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Fox News, November 29, 2011 

U.S. Deports Zetas Cartel Member To Mexico 

Mexico City – A suspected member of the Los Zetas drug cartel wanted for kidnappings in 

Mexico has been deported by U.S. authorities, the Attorney General's Office said. Alfonso 

Donis Ruiz was arrested on Oct. 17 in Bedford, Texas, by U.S. Immigration and Customs 

EnforceU.S. deports Zetas cartel member to Mexicoment, or ICE. Donis Ruiz was detained 

because he was in the United States illegally, the AG's office said. The Mexican government 

provided documentation to U.S. authorities showing that Donis Ruiz had a prior criminal record 

and an immigration judge ordered him deported. He was taken into custody by Mexican federal 

agents, the AG's office said. Donis Ruiz, who was identified as a member of the Los Flacos cell 

of Los Zetas, has a long record of involvement in kidnappings. Mexico is "cooperating closely" 

with the United States and will not allow "borders to get in the way" of carrying out the justice 

"demanded by the Mexican people," the AG's office said. Los Zetas, considered Mexico's most 

violent drug cartel, is involved in a number of different criminal activities, including kidnappings. 

Heriberto Lazcano Lazcano, known as "El Lazca," deserted from the Mexican army in 1999 and 

formed Los Zetas with three other soldiers, all members of an elite special operations unit, 

becoming the armed wing of the Gulf drug cartel. After several years on the payroll of the Gulf 

cartel, Los Zetas, considered Mexico's most violent criminal organization, went into the drug 

business on their own account and now control several lucrative territories. The cartel has been 

blamed for several massacres in recent years. Los Zetas is accused of carrying out the Aug. 

23, 2010, massacre of 72 migrants, the majority of them from Latin America, at a ranch outside 

San Fernando, a city in the northeastern state of Tamaulipas. The cartel has also been blamed 

for the massacre of 27 peasants in May at a ranch in Guatemala's Peten province, which 

borders Mexico and Belize. Zetas gunmen set fire to Monterrey's Casino Royale on Aug. 25, 

killing 52 gamblers and employees trapped inside, most of whom died of smoke inhalation. 



Latin American Herald Tribune, November 30, 2011 

Religious Leader Arrested for Exploiting Families in Mexico 

SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS CASAS, Mexico – The leader of a religious group in the southern 

Mexican state of Chiapas was arrested for forcing adults and children to work on banana 

plantations, prosecutors said. Darinel Lopez Toledo, leader of the Misiones de Shaddai church, 

was arrested on people trafficking charges in Congregacion Reforma, a community outside the 

city of Tapachula, the Chiapas state Attorney General‘s Office said. Lopez Toledo ―approached 

poor families with the idea of preaching the word of God‖ to them in the community, which is 

near Mexico‘s border with Guatemala, the AG‘s office said. ―With promises of work, a house 

and food for the family,‖ Lopez Toledo convinced people to join the religious group, the AG‘s 

office said. The suspect later forced the people he recruited to put in ―exhausting work days‖ 

that stretched to 12 hours for just 25 pesos ($1.70) a day, prosecutors said. The victims were 

forced to carry hundreds of bunches of bananas and children were prohibited from attending 

school to supposedly keep them from being exposed to ―different temptations,‖ the AG‘s office 

said, citing an interview with a boy who escaped from the plantation. Lopez Toledo allegedly 

forced the families to hand over part of their pay as a tithe for the church. Officials, however, did 

not say how many people were exploited by the religious leader. Congregacion Reforma had 

so-called ―officers‖ responsible for ensuring that workers completed their daily tasks and doling 

out punishment to those who failed to follow the rules, the boy told prosecutors. ―The 

community‘s enforcers had ―orders to beat‖ violators with a stick ―until it broke,‖ the witness told 

the AG‘s office. Evangelical, Adventist and Baptist churches are common in southeastern 

Mexico, where most of the country‘s Indians live. 
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Insight Crime, November 29, 2011 

Mexican Spillover Violence: The Riddles Grow 





Is Mexico’s drug war spilling into the United States? Two recent cases bring new prominence -- and new confusion -- to 

this old question. 

The two new cases of spillover violence, on October 30 and November 24, took place in Texas, 

more than 300 miles apart. Both produced murky and conflicting reports. Each involved a 

different Mexican crime cartel, on different kinds of missions. These probes by foreign criminals 

onto U.S. soil were apparently unrelated, and only coincidentally close in time. 



But there is still the deeper riddle. Could the incidents be predictors of thing to come? Do they 

foreshadow a general tendency to bring violence north across the border? For decades 

Mexican drug smugglers have had marketing links inside the United States, but the large cartels 

have kept most of their fighting in Mexico. There has been the unwritten rule: antagonizing U.S. 

law enforcement isn‘t worth the risk. But this is only a custom, and customs can change. The 

drug war itself might be defined as a gradual breakdown of norms and inhibitions. The two 

recent incidents ask once again: How far will the cartels go? The first case, which took place on 

October 30, north of Edinburg, Texas, was labeled as a milestone by a skeptic on spillover 

violence. Hidalgo County Sheriff Lupe Treviño has long urged moderation in this tricky debate, 
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reminding everyone that crime in his border county is mostly homegrown, coming from U.S.-

side perpetrators, not from a phantom invasion out of Mexico. 



But the October 30 case -- in which Treviño‘s deputy Hugo Rodriguez was wounded -- was a 

milestone, according to the sheriff: a clear case of Mexican organized crime on a violent cross-

border mission. The clash involved three groups: 1) local street-gang operators working in rural 

Hidalgo County, 2) cartel muscle coming from Mexico to strike at the street gang, and 3) 

Sheriff‘s Department responders reportedly drawn into the fray by a cryptic call for help. Such 

confusing three-way battles have long been standard in Mexico. On October 30, a pickup 

containing at least four hitmen from Mexico was sent across the Rio Grande bridge and traveled 

20 miles into the United States. The truck came from the Gulf Cartel, a badly battered remnant 

organization, holding on to influence in a 150-mile urbanized strip of borderland in Mexico, 

facing Texas. As the Gulf Cartel has melted down -- in battles with the rival Zetas, with the 

Mexican government and among its own factions -- a load of marijuana reportedly fell into 

renegade hands, and crept across the border as a freelance operation. The cartel hierarchy 

wanted the pot back, and, reportedly, they ignored their traditional caution to go after it, sending 

a squad into the U.S. to do battle for the goods. The hit squad soon targeted a mobile home in 

rural Hidalgo County, where parts of the disputed load were allegedly being peddled by a Texas 

street gang called the Partido Revolucionario Mexicano (the political-sounding name originated 

in a Texas prison). Three of the mobile home entrepreneurs were taken prisoner, but before the 

cartel abductors could get very far with them, one escaped and called the sheriff‘s department. 

Mysteries multiplied. The kidnappers‘ pickup truck was somehow identified by arriving sheriff‘s 

deputies and there was a traffic stop. Two of the captives reportedly were being held in the cab -

- which must have been crowded. As a deputy walked up, the head gunman, Daniel Gonzalez 

Perez, 19, reportedly opened fire, then was killed in the ensuing firefight. This was when 

Deputy Rodriguez was hit by three slugs, though his armored vest stopped two, leaving only a 

third to draw blood, in a wound that was variously described by official statements as being in 

the stomach or in the thigh. At least six persons, including one woman, Salma Arellano, were 

arrested and charged with various crimes -- raising more questions. The gunman Gonzalez was 

the only fatality, but a murder charge was brought against one of his apparent kidnap victims, 

under Texas‘s "law of parties." Official narratives had Perez exchanging fire only with deputies. 

This, too, sounds like the confusing battles in Mexico. The questions would linger -- as the 

second case arrived. Not quite a month later, on November 21, a semitrailer was rumbling into 

northwest Harris County at the fringe of metro Houston, a long six hours north of the border. 

Border Security Operations Center 6100 Guadalupe St., Bldg E, Rm 108 

Texas Ranger Division Austin, TX 78752 

Texas Department of Public Safety Office (512) 424-7561 

Fax (512) 424-7041 



The big rig was carrying a hidden marijuana load, but that wasn‘t all. This was a decoy 

operation run by undercover law enforcement, designed to flush out those waiting to receive the 

pot. The truck was bird-dogged by lawmen in disguised vehicles. Then suddenly three other 

vehicles swooped in, apparently having followed this singular parade still more secretly from the 

border. The new vehicles opened fire, strafing the truck and killing its driver, Lawrence Chapa, 

an undercover informant. Again there was a firefight. Again a sheriff‘s deputy was wounded, 

this time in the leg, apparently as another officer fired in the confusion. Again, one of the 

attacking gunmen was killed. Four more were arrested. Confessions said they were operatives 

of the Zetas Cartel in Mexico. Three were reportedly Mexican citizens. Theories arose. Only 

300 pounds of marijuana was in the truck, a small load to try and rip off at such a risk. The truck 

was not attacked on a lonely road in the countryside but in more difficult urban terrain. Some 

theorists said the Zetas were sending a message, that this was not an attempt to rip off a drug 

load but a pinpoint assassination of an informant, performed inside a U.S. city to show the 

Zetas‘ reach. Famed as the most violent Mexican cartel, the Zetas are known for sending 

terrorist-style messages via bursts of violence that are never overtly explained. Both these 

cases suggest that if the drug war does spill onto U.S. soil, the smoke of battle may hide much 

of the field. 



The map above suggests why law enforcement officials are nervous in South Texas. Spillover 

from Mexico‘s violence has been happening there for some time. Typically, the U.S.-side 

arrests of drug bosses (green letters on the map) have occurred not as cartels tried to conquer 

U.S. territory, but as they used U.S. border areas as safe havens, escaping Mexico when feuds 

closed in. This occurred in 2010 with some escaping members of the Zetas, and again in 2011 
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with the Gulf Cartel as it was rocked by infighting. Some of the sanctuary-seekers became well 

established before they were caught (B, C and D on the map), some were caught almost 

immediately (A, E, F) and one (G) turned himself in to U.S. authorities at a border bridge, the 

day after his battle group was smashed in Mexico 10 miles away. Escapees in hiding can bring 

extra problems, as their Mexican foes cross to the U.S. and shoot at them (red numbers on the 

map). Will such isolated dots connect in the future, to trace out a crisis? The answer is a matter 

of passionate opinion -- and intense debate. 

McAllen Monitor, November 29, 2011 

Mexican Mafia Member's Daughters Push For Leniency At Sentencing Hearing 

Teary-eyed, the daughters of Wilfredo Padilla testified Tuesday about life with their father — 

about how he took them to movies, restaurants and Disney World. The women appealed to the 

jury to have mercy on Padilla, who was found guilty last week of ordering the murder of a 33-

year-old Harlingen mother. ―He did everything he could to be with us,‖ Padilla‘s 22-year-old 

daughter Adrianna said. The punishment phase of the trial began Monday. Padilla could 

receive a life sentence for the crime, or as little as 20 years in prison. The jury acquitted the 51-

year-old man of capital murder. Chief Assistant District Attorney Chuck Mattingly gestured to 

Padilla and said, ―This man is the worst of the worst.‖ The state is asking the jury to hand down 

a life sentence for Padilla, who was also convicted of engaging in organized criminal activity for 

his role as a high-ranking member of the Mexican Mafia, a prison gang. Witnesses have 

testified that Padilla ordered members of his crew to kill Jo Ann Chavez, a woman who was 

involved in the gang‘s drug trafficking business. Attorneys delivered their closing arguments for 

the punishment phase Tuesday afternoon, and the jury deliberated for several hours without 

reaching a sentence. Family members of both Chavez and Padilla were present in the 

courtroom. Ed K. Cyganiewcz, attorney for Padilla, told the jury the man is set to serve a 

federal sentence for a drug conviction, which will last until he is about 65-years-old. Because of 

that, he asked the jury to give Padilla a minimal sentence of 25 years in prison. ―Twenty-five 

years for him is life,‖ he said. Mattingly countered that Padilla could be eligible for parole in half 

the time. He said his other convictions indicate that he has not learned his lesson. He asked the 

jury to consider Chavez‘s family, who cannot visit their mother like Padilla‘s children will be ale 

to visit him. ―Make your sentence mean something,‖ he said. ―Give him what he deserves.‖ 

The jury will continue deliberating Wednesday at the Cameron County Courthouse. 



McAllen Monitor, November 29, 2011 

Man gets 12 years for ramming Border Patrol vehicle 

McALLEN — A judge sent a Mexican national to prison after he rammed a Border Patrol vehicle 

during a high-speed chase. U.S. District Judge Randy Crane sentenced Martin Gonzalez 

Ramirez, 40, to 12 years in federal prison after a May 25 chase near Rio Grande City. 

U.S. Border Patrol agents attempted to stop Gonzalez as he sped north from the Rio Grande. 

He cut through a convenience store parking lot and rammed a Border Patrol vehicle before his 

truck broke down about 500 yards from the collision. Agents detained Gonzalez after a foot 

chase where he attempted to take an agent's gun. No injuries resulted from the crash or 

chases. Agents found about 317 pounds of marijuana stashed in the pickup truck he drove. He 

later admitted he'd been hired to move the pot from the river to a stash house in Hidalgo 

County. Gonzalez pleaded guilty in July. At Tuesday's sentencing hearing, Crane considered 

Gonzalez's prior criminal record, which included felony marijuana possession and assaulting a 

peace officer. Gonzalez will remain in custody until he is transferred to federal prison. 



Washington Post, November 29, 2011 

Member Of Mexico’s Growing Anti-Crime Protest Movement Found Slain In Hometown 
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HERMOSILLO, Sonora — An activist who publicly accused police officers of kidnapping his 

teenage son was shot to death in an attack that instantly fueled Mexico‘s bitter nationwide 

debate over crime and corruption. Corrupt officials were being blamed Tuesday by citizen 

activists who worked with Nepomuceno Moreno in a national anti-crime movement that has 

been calling for an end to organized crime, police abuse and a military-led government assault 

on drug cartels. The prosecutor‘s office in the northern border state of Sonora told reporters, 

however, that Moreno had a criminal past and it was that, not activism, which appeared to have 

led to his death. Officials said Moreno was shot at least five times when he stopped his van at 

an intersection Monday afternoon in Hermosillo, the capital city of Sonora, which borders 

Arizona. The exchange of blame for Moreno‘s death echoed a wider national dispute. 

Many Mexicans focus the blame for tens of thousands of crime-related deaths on the 

incompetence and corruption of federal, state and local authorities. President Felipe Calderon, 

in turn, has outraged crime victims and their families by saying that 90 percent of those slain in 

a 5-year-old government war on drug cartels were themselves involved in crime. Moreno, a 56-

year-old sidewalk seafood vendor, became one of the most visible faces of Mexico‘s anti-crime 

movement after his 18-year-old son Jorge Mario disappeared in July last year. Saying masked 

police had snatched his son and two other young men, Moreno pleaded his case directly to 

Calderon last month in a meeting between the conservative leader and members of poet Javier 

Sicilia‘s Movement for Peace with Justice and Dignity. Moreno gave the president documents 

about his son‘s case, and told Calderon that he feared for his own security and the safety of his 

family, a spokesman for the movement said. Moreno said in a video interview posted by the 

movement online that he had been repeatedly threatened by the men who grabbed his son, 

whom he described as police working with organized crime. ―We hold state and federal 

authorities responsible for their inaction in this death, for not responding to the requests for 

protection put forth by our comrade,‖ spokesman Pietro Ameglio said. Sicilia launched his 

movement after his son Juan Francisco was killed March 28 in the central city of Cuernavaca 

along with six other people in what officials called a case of mistaken identity by drug-cartel 

members warring with other criminals. The movement has organized a series of increasingly 

high-profile marches and protests throughout the country. Since the meeting with Moreno and 

other victims‘ families, Calderon has altered some of his rhetoric about the drug war, saying that 

victims of violence should be the focus of national attention regardless of whether they had 

been involved in crime. Sicilia said Tuesday that Moreno‘s relatives now feared for their lives, 

and he focused the blame for the killing on unidentified people in authority. ―The family is 

terrified,‖ Sicilia told Milenio television. ―This is collusion with crime. Otherwise it‘s not possible 

for a man to be killed like this. ... I don‘t know where the state ends and organized crime 

begins.‖ A spokesman for the Sonora state attorney general‘s office, Jose Larrinaga 

Talamantes, told reporters that the principal line of investigation in Moreno‘s death was drug 

trafficking, saying the victim had been involved with organized crime at least since his 1979 

arrest in Arizona for heroin smuggling and possession. In 1997, Moreno was jailed again on 

drug-related charges, Larrinaga said. ―There are various lines of investigation that remain open, 

but the principal one is his relationship with organized crime,‖ Larrinaga said. Moreno‘s son‘s 

kidnapping was also being looked at, Larrinaga said. Violence attributed to organized crime has 

killed more than 35,000 people between December 2006, when Calderon sent soldiers to his 

home state of Michoacan in western Mexico, and the end of 2010. Authorities have provided no 

figures for 2011, although some groups including Sicilia‘s say the death toll has now climbed 

above 40,000. Charges are never filed in most of the deaths. 



Slate, November 29, 2011 

Narco Economics: A New Study That Could Help Mexico Win Its War On Drug Traffickers. 
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“It’s not personal, Sonny. It’s strictly business.” Al Pacino’s classic line from The Godfather nicely sums 

up the economics profession’s basic view of human enterprise, criminal and otherwise: Human beings 

make decisions based on rational cost-benefit calculations, not passion or emotion. And it captures the 

approach employed by MIT Ph.D. student Melissa Dell in her recent work, which strips the seemingly 

senseless violence of the Mexican Drug War to its cold, rational essentials. Viewing Mexico’s drug 

cartels as calculating, profit-maximizing business operations, Dell’s model provides a framework for 

understanding how traffickers have adjusted their operations in response to President Felipe Calderón’s 

war on the drug trade. According to Dell, the cartels have behaved like textbook economic actors, shifting 

their trafficking routes in predictable ways to circumvent towns where the government has cracked down 

and raiding towns where competing cartels have been weakened by government efforts. By providing a 

basis for analyzing how traffickers react to government efforts, Dell’s work might help Calderón’s 

administration design a better strategy for defeating Mexico’s drug lords. Dell’s study is part of the 

emerging field of forensic economics, which aims to shed light on shadowy corners of the economic 

world, where there is much speculation but few verifiable facts. Assessing how drug traffickers react to 

interdiction efforts is complicated by the fact that the government is unlikely to direct its military and 

policing resources at random. For example, if the government works to secure areas where the cartels are 

gaining strength, we may observe an increase in violence—not because of anything that government 

forces did, but simply because it’s an area where the drug trade is on the rise. So Dell looks at places 

where the strength of anti-trafficking efforts is essentially the result of a coin flip. She compares towns 

where a mayor from Calderón’s law-and-order Partido Acción Nacional (PAN) barely won the election 

(that is, by a margin of less than 5 percent) to towns where a mayor from a different party won by a 

similarly slim margin. She argues that before the votes were tallied, the two types of towns were 

essentially identical. But following the election, the PAN-ruled towns are more aligned with the drug war 

waged by the federal government. What happens when a law-and-order mayor gets elected? All hell 

breaks loose: Dell estimates that the drug-related homicide rate almost doubles relative to “control” towns 

where the PAN wasn’t elected. And it’s not the result of traffickers warring with police, but rather 

traffickers fighting with each other. Dell conjectures—based on anecdotal evidence about the drug war—

that police efforts tend to weaken a cartel’s grip on a town just enough that competing traffickers see an 

opening to come in and fight for control of the town. Indeed, when a rival cartel controls a neighboring 

town, the effect of a PAN win on the drug-related homicide rate is several times higher. A trafficker’s job 

is shipping Mexican-produced heroin, marijuana, and methamphetamines north to the U.S. from drug-

producing regions at the lowest possible cost. When a PAN-backed mayor succeeds in making the roads 

in his town impassable to traffickers, a rational trafficker will often respond by cutting his losses and 

skipping town, shifting his routes to run around the obstruction and through more smuggler-friendly 

communities. The smuggler’s problem, it turns out, was solved by a Dutch computer scientist, Edsger 

Dijkstra, in the 1950s, who figured out how to calculate the shortest distance between any two points 

connected via road networks. (If that sounds simple, you’re probably thinking of a simple road network 

with just a few branches rather than the intricate web of roadways the connect Mexico’s 2,456 

municipalities.) Dell uses Dijkstra’s algorithm first to model the routes that cost-minimizing traffickers 

would take on Mexico’s roadways and then to predict how these paths would change if disrupted by PAN 

victories along a route. It turns out that this model—combining simple assumptions about traffickers’ 

transport costs with an exercise in using Google Maps—is remarkably predictive of how trafficking 

routes are affected by PAN-led crackdowns that effectively sever paths on the road network: Drug 

confiscations in the communities where Dell predicts traffickers will relocate to following a crackdown 

increase by about 20 percent in the months following close PAN victories. It’s a reminder that crime 

fighting is a bit like Whac-A-Mole—smothering traffickers’ activities in one locale merely causes them to 

shift their operations elsewhere. Dell finds that drug-related homicides also go up in places that her model 

predicts will lie on traffickers’ new paths from Mexican drug labs to the U.S. border. (And she finds 

tentative evidence that towns on newly created routes see a decline in informal sector wages, presumably 

since drug traffickers also run protection rackets along their smuggling routes, which primarily victimize 
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small shopkeepers and others in the informal economy.) So at least in the short run, the war on drugs 

doesn’t lead to a happy outcome for anyone—wars break out on the streets of PAN-controlled towns 

between newly warring factions, and violence spikes in neighboring communities that had been relatively 

free of drug violence. Once you add up these various effects, it’s easy to see how Mexico’s drug war has 

cost more than 40,000 lives over nearly five years, and counting. It’s also easy to understand calls to bring 

the war to a halt: For all the human tragedy and billions in economic cost, traffickers merely reroute their 

smuggling operations around the piecemeal interventions of the police and military. Yet that is precisely 

the point of drug-interdiction efforts—not to eliminate all drug trafficking, but to raise its costs. Raising 

costs squeezes the margins of Mexican smugglers who, like all good businessmen, will scale back their 

operations, thus reducing the supply that reaches the U.S. market. And even the rise in local violence 

may ultimately have a silver lining. The increased factional violence that has accompanied government 

crackdowns may ultimately weaken all of the government’s adversaries. And it’s not just rival cartels that 

take advantage of weakness to attack—it’s also led to a splintering among the dominant cartels as lower-

level commandants split off to compete with their former bosses. Dell has spoken with Mexican 

government officials, who believe her approach holds promise for mapping probable trafficking routes 

and identifying locations in the road network where interdiction efforts would force the costliest 

redirection of drug shipments. In years past, Mexico has relied more on qualitative analysis of cartel 

strategy—Dell heard that apparently at one point Mexican analysts tried to predict trafficking routes 

literally by “connecting the dots” by hand among towns where confiscations had taken place—a far cry 

from Google Maps and Dijkstra’s algorithm. The comparison provides a stark indication of the critical 

ammunition that economists like Dell can provide in the wars on drugs, terrorism, and other worldly ills, 

if given the chance. 



KRGV.com, November 29, 2011 

Mexican Navy Arrests Son Of Former Drug Cartel Boss 





MATAMOROS, MEXICO - The son of an infamous drug cartel boss is in the hands of the 

Mexican navy. The Mexican navy says a tip from a citizen and military intelligence led them to 

Ezequiel Cardenas Rivera, the son of Antonio Cardenas Guillen, better known as ―Tony 

Tormenta.‖ Tormenta was killed last November in a firefight in Matamoros. The Mexican navy 

says they arrested Tormenta's son on Calle Alvaro Obregon in Matamoros. They say that's 

where Cardenas Rivera was meeting with other Gulf Cartel leaders. The navy also arrested four 

other leaders of the Gulf Cartel: the cartel's money man in Matamoros and his right-hand man, 

the head of the Matamoros Plaza, the cartel's accountant and the man responsible for 

transferring drugs into the United States. The navy also found three rifles, six magazines for 

firearms, 180 rounds of ammunition, five grenades and three vehicles. The navy transported 

Cardenas Rivera and the other four cartel leaders to Mexico City. 
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MSNBC, November 29, 2011 

Patrolling 'Smugglers' Alley' By Air Along The Rio Grande 





EDINBURG, Texas – While flying an afternoon patrol along the twists and turns of the Rio 

Grande, Lt. Johnny Prince, a veteran pilot for the Texas Department of Public Safety, spotted 

something suspicious: "Look here, we got a raft, a raft right here." Below him, in the middle of 

the river which separates Mexico from the United States was a group of men frantically paddling 

back to the southern riverbank, their attempt to reach the American side thwarted by the 

helicopter patrol. Prince said he suspected the men were a team of drug cartel scouts who 

were planning to search the U.S. side of the river to make sure there were no law enforcement 

officers nearby. If they determined the area was clear, he explained, they would then signal 

others to sneak a load of narcotics across the river in a raft. Mike Avila, the helicopter's tactical 

flight officer, said that this was happening near an area nicknamed "Smugglers' Alley," because 

of all the illicit activity here. Well-worn trails and a narrowing of the river have made this area a 

favorite for Mexican drug traffickers. 

“That car's loaded to the gills’ 

Earlier that same day, Prince and Avila found themselves flying inland in hot pursuit of two 

vehicles –a car and a truck –loaded with Mexican marijuana. As the vehicles sped through city 

streets on the American side of the river, Avila trained the helicopter‘s high-powered camera on 

the fleeing smugglers and Prince called out their locations by radio to pursuing troopers on the 

ground. 

Border Security Operations Center 6100 Guadalupe St., Bldg E, Rm 108 

Texas Ranger Division Austin, TX 78752 

Texas Department of Public Safety Office (512) 424-7561 

Fax (512) 424-7041 





Lt. Johnny Prince, the pilot on the right, and Mike Avila, the tactical flight officer on the left, patrol the Rio 

Grande in a helicopter looking for drug smugglers. 

One of the drivers sped along the wrong side of the road, then he raced through an intersection, 

almost striking two cars with his pickup truck. "Oh no, oh no," groaned Prince. Avila described 

another close call as the driver raced through a school zone before crashing into a building: "He 

nearly struck two school buses." In both cases, the drivers – a man and a woman – were 

apprehended and troopers seized loads of marijuana from both their vehicles. Even from the 

sky, the pilots could see that one of the cars was carrying a lot of drug bundles. "That car's 

loaded to the gills," said Prince. 

Increased aggression along a ‘porous’ border 

For the helicopter teams, chasing smugglers along the Rio Grande in South Texas is virtually a 

daily occurrence. Pilots say they've seen the Mexican traffickers pushing larger amounts of illicit 

drugs into the United States over the last few years and have watched them become more 

menacing toward law enforcement officers and U.S. citizens. "I've been working along the 

border for 14 years and in those 14 years I've seen the level of aggression increase 

exponentially. The sheer volume of narcotics that's being pumped into our border has risen," 

said Capt. Stacy Holland, of the Texas Department of Public Safety Aircraft Section. It's not 

unusual, Holland said, for smugglers to take only a couple of minutes to move more than a ton 

of marijuana across the river, up the U.S. side of the riverbank and into a vehicle which then 

heads north. "Our border is very open, our border is very porous," he said. The pilots said they 

are convinced traffickers are much more likely now than they were a few years ago to confront 

U.S. law enforcement officials. "We have video of them carrying AK-47's and side arms during 

these operations and they are not afraid to use them," said Holland. While flying in his 

helicopter, Prince has more than once been eye to eye with smugglers on the ground upset with 

his presence above. "I've seen guns pointed at me, long guns. I've seen rocks thrown at us. 

One of the things they do is use sling shots with ball bearings in them," he said. "A ball bearing 

with a good slingshot can do damage to this helicopter and that's been done." Another serious 

concern is for the safety of Texas troopers and U.S. Border Patrol agents who have to tangle 

with the traffickers on the ground. A particularly dangerous scenario involves agents coming 

upon a large group of smugglers loading a car with illegal drugs on the U.S. side of the Rio 

Grande. "Usually there's only one or two officers that first arrive at the particular vehicle on the 

river and they are encountering 15 or 20 cartel members," said Prince. "On the other side, you 
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will see another 10 to 15 cartel members, and if you see them armed they are going to be trying 

to cover the guys on the U.S. side." 

Splashdowns 

A highly unusual technique used by Mexican smugglers to elude capture by American 

authorities involves them driving trucks loaded with drugs into the waters of the Rio Grande. It 

happens after Border Patrol agents or Texas troopers spot a drug-laden vehicle on the U.S. side 

of the river and give chase. If the smugglers can't elude their pursuers – either by speeding up 

or by throwing spikes into the road to flatten the tires of the officers behind they – they will then 

head back to the same spot along the river where traffickers brought the drugs ashore after 

floating them across from Mexico. "If the loads get compromised, they will drive around in the 

United States, in Texas here, until they get their recovery teams set up on the river, to return the 

drugs back to Mexico," said Prince. The Texas Department of Public Safety has shot numerous 

helicopter videos of Mexican smugglers paddling over to the American side of the river to await 

the arrival of the truck racing toward them. When the truck reaches the riverbank, it keeps 

going – right into the water. 



Photo taken of a "splashdown" taken by the Texas Department of Public Safety. Drug smugglers drove their 

truck back into the Rio Grande river to escape U.S. law enforcement. 

Before the truck sinks, the driver climbs out through the window and the recovery teams move 

quickly to save as much of the drug load as possible, throwing the tightly-wrapped bales into 

rafts. "Ok, we've got rafts in the river, a bunch of people on the U.S. side; that thing is loaded," 

said a pilot watching from above in one video. "Suspects are in the water, trying to unload the 

vehicle," said another pilot hovering over a different scene. As soon as the rafts are filled with 

off-loaded drugs, the smugglers paddle back to the Mexican side of the river where they are 

safe from arrest by American authorities. Sometimes, the traffickers are so brazen they will 

make obscene hand gestures toward U.S. agents watching from across the river, or from above 

in helicopters. The agents' only recourse at that moment is to notify Mexican authorities and 
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hope they arrive in time to apprehend the smugglers. Or, they can hope to catch the loads of 

drugs next time, when inevitably they are floated back across the Rio Grande during another 

smuggling attempt – sometimes on the very same day the drugs are recovered after a 

splashdown. 

No end in sight 

The pilots who routinely fly along the Rio Grande said they see nothing that would suggest there 

is any let up in the amount of smuggling along the river. In fact, they predict increased violence 

on U.S. soil. "You get a lot more home invasions, a lot of crook on crook crimes, a lot of 

kidnappings, the cartels coming over here maybe trying to collect money and then retreating 

back over to Mexico," said Holland. Texas newspapers have reported recently on cartel shoot-

outs in Houston and McAllen, the wounding of a deputy, the arrests of alleged cartel leaders in 

the Rio Grande Valley and the seizure of cartel property in the U.S.—along with the almost daily 

news of major drug seizures. Statements by the Obama Administration and by some local 

officials that the U.S.-Mexican border is safer than ever are derided by many of the pilots. 

"Our citizens in our border towns are caught in the crossfire, and I mean that in the most literal 

sense sometimes," said Holland. "It's important that our citizens, not only in the state (of 

Texas), but in the United States are aware of how porous our border is and what the threats are, 

and could be." 



Foxreno.com, November 29, 2011 

2 Charged In Houston Drug Shooting Get Attorneys 

HOUSTON — Two of four men accused in a brazen Houston-area daytime attack that killed the 

driver of a semitrailer carrying drugs have been appointed attorneys to defend them. Fernando 

Tavera and Eric De Luna did not appear in a Houston courtroom Tuesday as they were given 

legal representation. Each faces a capital murder charge. Their attorneys were not immediately 

available for comment. Authorities say 19-year-old Tavera, 23-year-old De Luna and two other 

men shot and killed the driver during the Nov. 21 attack. Federal and local agents were 

watching the truck during an investigation into drug trafficking from the Rio Grande Valley. 

Investigators haven't confirmed whether the suspects are linked to a Mexican drug cartel. 

A Harris County Sheriff's Office deputy working undercover is recovering after being shot in the 

leg. 



AP, November 29, 2011 

Mexico Police Shoot It Out With 4 Teen Car Thieves 





MONTERREY, Mexico (AP) — A band of heavily armed teenage car thieves shot it out with 

officers during a high-speed chase Monday, before crashing their stolen car in the northern 

industrial city of Monterrey, police said. Nuevo Leon state police said one young man escaped 

by running to a nearby university and stealing another car at gunpoint from a student. Two 13-
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year-old boys and a 15-year-old girl are in custody. The youths were brandishing rifles at other 

motorists while driving the original stolen vehicle Monday, authorities said. When police gave 

chase, the youths began shooting and officers fired back. The pursuit ended when the car 

smashed into a house. Drug gangs fighting in Monterrey are known for recruiting children. 

Also Monday, soldiers killed five suspected drug gang members in a gunbattle on the outskirts 

of Monterrey, authorities said. The federal Attorney General's Office said the troops came 

under fire when they went to a ranch to investigate reports that criminals were torturing and 

burning victims to death in large cans at the site. 



CPJ, November 28, 2011 

Mexican Weekly Goes Offline After Cyberattack 

New York, November 28, 2011--The Committee to Protect Journalists is concerned by reports 

of a cyberattack on Mexican weekly Ríodoce that forced its website offline on Friday. Ríodoce is 

one of the few publications to cover crime and drug trafficking in Mexico. 

Executives at Ríodoce, based in the city of Culiacán, in Sinaloa state, told CPJ that on Friday, 

they received an email from a representative from their host server DreamHost that said the 

newspaper's website had been the victim of a "large" distributed denial-of-service (DDOS) 

attack. (A DDOS attack prevents a website from functioning by overloading its host server with 

external communications requests.) The email, which the newspaper provided to CPJ, also said 

that the attack had resulted in service disruption for other clients, and that because of the risk to 

its other customers, DreamHost was dropping Ríodoce from the shared server. Ríodoce has 

been offline since Friday. The paper's executives told CPJ they were hoping to be hosted by 

another server by tomorrow. On November 22, Javier Valdez Cárdenas, one of Ríodoce's 

founders, was awarded CPJ's 2011 International Press Freedom Award. Both Valdez and 

Ríodoce director Ismael Bojórquez said they suspected the attack could be in reprisal for the 

newspaper's reporting. Bojórquez told CPJ they planned to file a complaint with local 

authorities. "This is a troubling development in the onslaught against independent journalism in 

Mexico," said CPJ deputy director Robert Mahoney. "Authorities must thoroughly investigate the 

origins of this attack, bring the perpetrators to justice, and ensure that Ríodoce can continue to 

report without fear of reprisal." While independent news sites in other parts of the world have 

been targeted by DDOS attacks in the past, these attacks have been relatively uncommon in 

Mexico, where criminal groups have terrorized the local press into silence. In September 2009, 

unidentified assailants hurled a grenade into Ríodoce's facilities, causing substantial damage to 

the building but no injuries, CPJ research showed. 



ValleyCentral.com, November 28, 2011 

Hacker Group Threatens Action Over Bus Passenger Kidnappings 

The hacker group ‗Anonymous‘ is planning to take justice into its own hands again. 

The group declared war on the drug cartels over the reported murder of social media users in 

Nuevo Laredo earlier this year. But Anonymous is now turning its attention to bus companies 

and Mexico‘s federal government. In an exclusive interview with Action 4 News on Twitter, the 

group claims little is being done to halt the kidnapping of bus passengers on Mexico‘s highways. 

There are no official numbers or reports but the group claims thousands have been kidnapped, 

killed or forced to work against their will in an all-too common scenario. 

Cartel Checkpoints 

The spokesperson for Anonymous who spoke with Action 4 News said it‘s common for armed 

men to board passenger buses at drug cartel checkpoints. ―They get on the bus, take the men 

for ransom or to integrate them into their criminal organization,‖ the spokesperson said. ―The 

women are raped and then kidnapped to work in brothels. The evidence is here." The 

Anonymous member said Central American immigrants and even Mexican nationals headed to 
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the United States have been taken. As in the case of mass graves found just 90 miles south of 

the Rio Grande Valley in San Fernando back in April, the kidnappings go unreported until it's too 

late. ―The bus companies do not report it to the authorities because than they have to report it 

to the insurance companies,‖ the Anonymous spokesperson said. ―Can you imagine if every bus 

company reported every claim in a nation in war to the insurance companies? The premiums 

would be sky high!" 

Planned Attack 

Anonymous is threatening to take down a series of bus company or government websites on 

December 10th. A final list of the targets has not been decided but the group said it will release 

its demands later this week but mostly wants attention to the issue and greater security on the 

highways. "Yes, the guilty ones here are the bus companies but when the families of the raped, 

the kidnapped cry out, they cry out for justice to the government and here is where the 

government does not jump fast enough,‖ the Anonymous spokesperson said. The December 

10th attack is taking place on the same date as International Human Rights Day but it‘s also the 

launch of Mexico‘s annual ―Paisano‖ campaign to welcome thousands of migrants home for the 

holidays. 

Officials React 

Action 4 News contacted the cyber crimes unit of Mexico‘s federal police force but had not 

received an answer as of Monday evening. Officials with major bus companies operating in 

Mexico could not be reached for comment but the company Tranpaís said in a previous 

statement that its buses are safe. The company reported that it uses GPS devices and 

communications devices for drivers to stay in touch along their routes. The American Consulate 

of Matamoros maintains a April 2011 warning against traveling by bus in Tamaulipas due to 

reported hijackings that involved American citizens. 



San Antonio Express News, November 29, 2011 

Mexico Shooting Victim Treated In S. A.: Officials: Shooting Victim Thought He'd Been 

Robbed. 

A U.S. citizen who was shot in the Mexican city of Piedras Negras is being treated at a San 

Antonio hospital, according to U.S. law enforcement officials. The man sped across the 

international bridge at Eagle Pass in a badly damaged pickup about 1:15 a.m. Tuesday, officials 

said. He'd suffered gunshot wounds to his arm and chest. He was taken to Fort Duncan 

Regional Medical Center in Eagle Pass, then airlifted to a hospital in San Antonio, said Maverick 

County Sheriff Tomas Herrera. ―I cannot give you the name at this time, because he's got 

family members across the river,‖ Herrera said. ―If I give you the name, they'll go down there 

and kill the whole family.‖ The man, who lives in Piedras Negras, underwent surgery Tuesday, 

according to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. A spokesman for San Antonio 

Military Medical Center said a 22-year-old man transported from Eagle Pass with gunshot 

wounds was in stable condition. Pictures provided by the Sheriff's Department showed a dark 

red Ford F-150 with damage to the bumper on the front passenger's side, no tire on the front 

passenger's side wheel and a large chunk missing from the tire on the rear passenger's side. 

The photos show that in the truck were a shirt and driver's seat stained with blood. The vehicle 

was searched and X-rayed, and officials did not find contraband, said Vincent Iglia, a deputy 

special agent in charge for ICE in San Antonio. ―(The victim) went out to the store at 

approximately midnight to pick up cigarettes,‖ Iglia said. ―On the way back to his home, he was 

stopped by what he initially thought was law enforcement.‖ When men in civilian clothes armed 

with rifles approached his vehicle, the man fled. ―He took off because he thought he was being 

robbed, and those individuals opened fire on his vehicle,‖ Iglia said. The gunmen pursued him 

onto the bridge, but turned back when he crossed onto the U.S. side, the Sheriff's 
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Department said. Iglia cautioned that the incident is not being considered a ―spillover‖ because 

there's no indication that anything illegal happened on the U.S. side of the border. 

It's not uncommon for gunshot victims from Mexico to be taken to hospitals in El Paso. And in 

January, missionary Nancy Davis, 59, was taken to a McAllen hospital after being shot by 

apparent carjackers in northern Mexico. She died of her wounds. This month a man injured in a 

shootout near the border in Mexico fled across the Rio Grande to Starr County and was taken to 

a U.S. hospital. But such incidents are unusual in South Texas, Iglia said. ―There are 

occasionally situations where people come across for emergency medical care, but it's relatively 

rare we see people with bullet wounds in this area,‖ he said. 




 

Sponsor Documents






















Recommended




[image: ]


137283_111122 TX Dps Thp Seizures







[image: ]


136437_111215 TX Dps Thp Seizures







[image: ]


136437_111215 TX Dps Thp Seizures







[image: ]


136628_111128 TX Dps Thp Seizures







[image: ]


136232_111130 TX Dps Thp Seizures







[image: ]


138226_111214 TX Dps Thp Seizures







[image: ]


138620_111212 TX Dps Thp Seizures







[image: ]


138226_111214 TX Dps Thp Seizures







[image: ]


136628_111128 TX Dps Thp Seizures







[image: ]


THP







[image: ]


TX DPS Data Encryption Memo







[image: ]


TX - DPS v. Cox and Hearst







[image: ]


Seizures







[image: ]


Seizures







[image: ]


Seizures







[image: ]


Seizures







[image: ]


Seizures







[image: ]


Seizures







[image: ]


Seizures







[image: ]


Seizures







View All












×
Report





Your name





Email





Reason

Pornographic
Defamatory
Illegal/Unlawful
Spam
Other Terms Of Service Violation
File a copyright complaint






Description





Captcha








Close
Save changes
















[image: alt]
Share what you know and love through presentations, infographics, documents and more




Useful Links


	About Us
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Help
	Copyright
	Contact Us






Get Updates














Subscribe to our newsletter and stay up to date with the latest updates and documents!





Social Network


	
	
	
	
	












	2015 - 2017 © All Rights Reserved.












 
 
	Login
	Register


 


 Facebook
 Google
 Twitter


Or use your account on DocShare.tips



E-mail




Password

Hide




Remember me








Forgot your password?



 
 


 Facebook
 Google
 Twitter


Or register your new account on DocShare.tips



Username




E-mail




Password

Hide




I agree to the Terms










 
 
Lost your password? Please enter your email address. You will receive a link to create a new password.



E-mail









Back to log-in


 
Close

 

 












 




















